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Abstract

As India moves toward the centenary of its independence in 2047, the nation finds itself at a pivotal
moment defined by unprecedented demographic potential and rising economic ambitions. The vision of
“Viksit Bharat @2047”—a fully developed India by 2047—rests fundamentally on the strength and
preparedness of its human capital. In this context, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emerges
as a transformative blueprint, designed to re-imagine and modernize the Indian education system by
making it more inclusive, flexible, holistic, and multidisciplinary. This article offers a comprehensive
examination of NEP 2020’s role in shaping India’s knowledge future, assessing its key structural
reforms, its progress and implementation status as of 2025, and its contribution to India’s long-term
aspirations of becoming a $30 trillion economy and a global knowledge superpower by 2047.
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1. Introduction

The year 2047 represents far more than a symbolic chronological landmark; it signifies the envisioned
culmination of India’s “Amrit Kaal”—a 25-year trajectory of accelerated transformation designed to
position the nation among the world’s developed economies. Central to this transformative journey is the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the first comprehensive educational reform of the twenty-first
century, which replaced the three-decade-old National Policy on Education (NPE) of 1986 (Ministry of
Human Resource Development [MHRDY], 2020).

The intrinsic link between education and national economic advancement is widely acknowledged. For
India to transition from a lower-middle-income economy to a high-income, technologically advanced
nation—projected to reach a GDP of approximately USD 30 trillion by 2047—it must strategically
harness its demographic dividend (Pradhan, 2024). With a median age slightly above 28, India enjoys a
demographic edge over several aging societies in the West and East Asia. Yet this advantage can be
fully realized only by cultivating a workforce that is skilled, innovative, and future-ready. NEP 2020
directly responds to this imperative by shifting the educational paradigm from rote memorization to
critical thinking, creativity, and holistic development, ultimately aspiring to nurture “global citizens with
Indian roots” (MHRD, 2020).
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2. Structural Transformation: The Foundation of a New India

The most visible reform introduced by the NEP 2020 is the restructuring of the pedagogical framework.
The policy replaces the rigid 10+2 structure with a dynamic 5+3+3+4 system, aligned with the
developmental stages of a child’s brain (National Council of Educational Research and Training
[NCERT], 2022).

2.1 Foundational Stage (Ages 3-8)

This stage is arguably the most critical for India’s long-term human development. Global neuroscience
research indicates that over 85% of a child’s cumulative brain development occurs prior to the age of six
(NCERT, 2022). Previously, the 10+2 system largely ignored the 3-6 age group. The NEP 2020
integrates this group into the formal schooling system through a play-based curriculum.

e Implementation Update: As of 2025, the NIPUN Bharat Mission (National Initiative for
Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy) has been pivotal. The goal is to
ensure every child attains foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) by Grade 3. Reports
indicate that while FLN outcomes have improved, significant gaps remain in rural areas, where
only about 70% of Grade 3 students have achieved proficiency (Ministry of Education [MoE],
2025).

2.2 Preparatory (Ages 8-11) and Middle Stages (Ages 11-14)

The Preparatory Stage focuses on play, discovery, and activity-based interactive learning. The Middle
Stage (Grades 6-8) introduces a radical shift by integrating vocational education and coding.

o Breaking Silos: The policy mandates "no hard separations™ between arts and sciences, curricular
and extra-curricular activities, and vocational and academic streams (MHRD, 2020). This is
designed to destigmatize vocational labor—a cultural hurdle in India—and prepare students for
the future of work where "T-shaped" skills (deep expertise in one area and broad skills across
others) are essential (Agrawal & Agrawal, 2020).

2.3 Secondary Stage (Ages 14-18)

The final four years emphasize multidisciplinary study, critical thinking, and flexibility. Students can
now choose subjects across streams, such as Physics with Music or History with Coding. This flexibility
is intended to foster creativity and innovation, essential traits for the Industry 4.0 economy (MHRD,
2020).

3. Higher Education: Fueling the Knowledge Economy
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For India to become a ""Global Knowledge Superpower by 2047, its higher education system must
expand in both scale and quality.

3.1 Quantitative Targets: GER and Expansion

The NEP 2020 sets a target to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education, including
vocational education, from 26.3% (in 2018) to 50% by 2035 (MHRD, 2020). Achieving this requires
adding approximately 3.5 crore new seats.

e Current Trajectory: By 2024-25, the GER had shown a steady increase, reaching
approximately 28.4%, driven largely by the expansion of Open and Distance Learning (ODL)
and online programs (MoE, 2025). To meet the 2047 vision, this momentum must accelerate,
necessitating a massive infrastructure push.

3.2 Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities (MERUS)

The policy envisions the establishment of MERUs—Ilarge, multidisciplinary universities that meet global
standards. These institutions are modeled after the ancient Indian universities of Takshashila and
Nalanda but adapted for the 21st century. The aim is to move away from standalone technical or
agricultural universities toward holistic campuses where cross-pollination of ideas can occur
(Kasturirangan et al., 2020).

3.3 Multiple Entry and Exit System (MEES)

To address the high dropout rates and provide flexibility, the MEES allows students to exit a program
with a certificate after one year, a diploma after two, or a degree after three/four years.

o Academic Bank of Credits (ABC): This digital repository stores the academic credits earned by
a student from various recognized institutions, facilitating seamless transfers. By mid-2025, over
50 million students had registered on the ABC platform, signaling a rapid adoption of this digital
reform (MoE, 2025).

3.4 Research and Innovation

A developed nation is invariably a leader in innovation. India’s investment in Research and
Development (R&D) has historically hovered around 0.7% of GDP, compared to over 2.5% in the US
and China. The NEP 2020 establishes the National Research Foundation (NRF) to fund, coordinate,
and promote research.

e Impact: The focus on research is already yielding results. India’s ranking in the Global
Innovation Index improved to 39th in 2024, and patent filings by domestic educational institutes
tripled between 2021 and 2024 (MoE, 2025).

4. Teacher Education: The Backbone of Reform
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"No people can rise above the level of its teachers” (NPE, 1986). Recognizing this, NEP 2020 proposes
radical changes to teacher education.

e Integrated B.Ed.: By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a 4-year
integrated B.Ed. degree that teaches both content and pedagogy (MHRD, 2020).

o Continuous Professional Development (CPD): Teachers are now required to undergo 50 hours
of CPD annually. Platforms like NISHTHA (National Initiative for School Heads’ and Teachers’
Holistic Advancement) have trained over 4 million teachers by 2025, equipping them with skills
in inclusive education and digital pedagogy (MoE, 2025).

5. Technology and the Digital Divide

The vision for 2047 relies heavily on technology. The NEP 2020 led to the creation of the National
Educational Technology Forum (NETF) to facilitate the exchange of ideas on technology usage.

o Digital Public Infrastructure: Initiatives like DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge
Sharing) and SWAYAM have democratized access to high-quality content. However, the "digital
divide" remains a formidable challenge. While urban schools are adopting hybrid learning
models—mandated for secondary schools by the "NEP 2025" roadmap—rural schools often
struggle with basic internet connectivity (Buddy4Study, 2025).

« Al Integration: Recent updates to the implementation roadmap focus on integrating Artificial
Intelligence (Al) into the curriculum. By 2047, Al fluency will be a basic literacy requirement.
The government has approved Centers of Excellence for Al in education to drive this agenda
(MoE, 2025).

6. Challenges on the Road to 2047

While the roadmap is clear, the terrain is difficult. Several critical challenges must be addressed to
realize the Viksit Bharat vision.

6.1 Financial Investment

The NEP 2020 reiterates the long-standing goal of increasing public investment in education to 6% of
GDP. As of 2025, spending hovers around 4.6% (MoE, 2025). Without this fiscal commitment, the
expansion of infrastructure (MERUSs, school complexes) and the recruitment of high-quality faculty will
remain aspirational.

6.2 Federal Cooperation

Education is a subject on the Concurrent List of the Indian Constitution, meaning both the Centre and
States have the power to legislate. Successful implementation requires active cooperation. While some
states have rapidly adopted the 5+3+3+4 structure, others have been slower due to political or logistical
differences. A "cooperative federalism™ approach is essential for a unified national standard by 2047
(Aithal & Aithal, 2020).

AIJFR25062415 Volume 6, Issue 6 (November-December 2025) 4


http://www.aijfr.com/

Advanced International Journal for Research (AIJFR)

E-ISSN: 3048-7641 e Website: www.aijffr.com e Email: editor@aijfr.com

6.3 Equity and Inclusion

The risk of a two-tier education system—one for the urban elite with access to international universities
and Al tools, and another for the rural poor struggling with basic FLN—is real. The policy’s emphasis
on "Socially and Economically Disadvantaged Groups" (SEDGs) and the creation of Special Education
Zones (SEZs) must be implemented with rigor to prevent widening inequality (MHRD, 2020).

7. Roadmap to 2047: Milestones and Way Forward
To ensure India arrives at 2047 as a developed nation, the following milestones are critical:

e 2025-2030: Complete implementation of the NIPUN Bharat Mission (100% FLN).
Transformation of all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) into multidisciplinary institutions.

e 2030-2040: Achievement of 50% GER in higher education. Emergence of Indian universities in
the top 100 global rankings (QS/THE). Universal secondary education completion.

e 2040-2047: Consolidation of research ecosystems. India becoming a net exporter of education
and technology. The education system effectively powering a $30 trillion innovation-driven
economy.

8. Conclusion

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is more than a reform blueprint; it represents a
civilizational aspiration. It seeks to revive India’s historical identity as a “Vishwa Guru” (World
Teacher) while simultaneously positioning the nation as a modern, innovation-driven economy. India’s
trajectory toward 2047 will depend largely on how effectively the country can convert the policy’s
“ambitious vision” into “tangible outcomes”. If implemented successfully, NEP 2020 has the potential
to cultivate a workforce that is not only highly employable but also capable of addressing global
challenges such as climate change, public health crises, and sustainable energy transitions. By 2047, the
Indian learner will be envisioned not merely as a job seeker but as a job creator, signifying India’s
evolution from possessing demographic potential to wielding demographic power.
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