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Abstract

Juvenile recidivism continues to present a serious challenge for justice systems despite sustained
declines in overall youth crime rates across recent decades. An expanding body of research across the
fields of criminal justice, education, and developmental psychology indicates that educational failure
plays a critical role in repeated system involvement among youth. Literacy, in particular, has emerged as
a foundational academic skill influencing educational engagement, rehabilitation participation, and post-
release adjustment. Youth who lack functional reading abilities frequently struggle to comply with
school demands, probation conditions, and intervention programs. This literature review synthesizes
national and international research to examine whether literacy serves as a predictor of recidivism
among low-risk juvenile offenders. Guided by social bonding theory and the school-to-prison pipeline
framework, the review positions literacy as both an individual-level protective factor and a systemic
intervention point within juvenile justice reform.
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1. Introduction

Juvenile delinquency and recidivism remain global concerns affecting youth across diverse
socioeconomic, cultural, and geographic contexts [1]. Although juvenile crime rates in the United States
have declined steadily since the early 2000s, recidivism among justice-involved youth continues to
create challenges for courts, schools, and community-based service systems [1]. National estimates
indicate that approximately 55-65 percent of juveniles formally processed through the justice system are
rearrested within three years [1]. These rates suggest that initial justice involvement alone does not
consistently alter long-term behavioral trajectories. Youth who experience recidivism often present with
multiple overlapping risk factors beyond offense severity. Educational failure, particularly difficulties
related to literacy, has been consistently identified as one of these factors [6].

Policy reforms emphasizing diversion, rehabilitation, and community-based alternatives have produced
positive outcomes for some first-time or low-level offenders [2]. Despite these reforms, low-risk
juveniles with unresolved educational needs continue to recidivate at disproportionately high rates [2].
Research conducted during the Second Chance Act era demonstrates that educational attainment,
particularly literacy proficiency, remains one of the strongest predictors of sustained justice involvement
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even when offense severity and formal risk classification are considered [2]. These findings suggest that
standard risk assessments may overlook academic vulnerabilities that exacerbate recidivism risk.
Literacy deficits can reduce youths’ engagement with diversion programming and limit their ability to
benefit from rehabilitative services. As such, literacy warrants focused scholarly examination as a
predictor of juvenile recidivism [5].

The purpose of this literature review is to examine whether literacy serves as a meaningful predictor of
recidivism among low-risk juvenile offenders [5]. To accomplish this objective, research across multiple
offender populations is synthesized to identify consistent developmental, educational, and systemic
patterns. Criminological theory is applied to move beyond descriptive associations toward explanatory
models of behavior [10]. Evidence from criminal justice, education, and developmental psychology is
integrated to promote interdisciplinary relevance. The review also identifies implications for intervention
design and policy reform. Ultimately, literacy is positioned as a critical leverage point for preventing
escalation from low-risk status to chronic justice system involvement.

2. Review of Related Literature

2.1 Juvenile Recidivism Patterns

Juvenile recidivism is not confined to the United States, as international research demonstrates similar
patterns of reoffending across justice systems [3]. Studies conducted in the Netherlands report
recidivism rates exceeding 70 percent among serious juvenile offenders when minor offenses are
excluded [3]. Comparable trends have been documented in other Western countries, suggesting that
recidivism reflects shared developmental and institutional dynamics. High recidivism rates across
jurisdictions indicate limitations in punitive or custodial responses alone. These patterns reinforce the
importance of addressing underlying developmental and educational factors. Education-focused
interventions have emerged as promising alternatives to punitive approaches.

Within the United States, distinctions among offender categories further illustrate the complexity of
juvenile recidivism [4]. Research shows that juvenile non-sexual offenders often exhibit higher overall
recidivism rates than juvenile sexual offenders, despite perceptions of offense severity [4]. These
findings indicate that offense type alone is a poor predictor of future justice involvement. Developmental
and educational factors demonstrate greater consistency in predicting recidivism outcomes. This
challenge to traditional assumptions highlights the need for more comprehensive risk assessment
models. Literacy and academic engagement emerge as more reliable indicators of long-term outcomes.
Meta-analyses and large-scale literature reviews consistently show that rehabilitative programs
emphasizing education outperform punitive approaches in reducing juvenile recidivism [5]. Programs
that integrate academic instruction, cognitive development, and skill-building yield stronger and more
sustained outcomes. Educational engagement supports positive identity formation and future orientation,
which are essential for desistance. Literacy enhances youths’ capacity to participate meaningfully in
educational and rehabilitative settings. These findings appear consistent across offender categories and
national contexts. Consequently, literacy should be prioritized within recidivism reduction strategies.

2.2 Juvenile Recidivism as a Developmental and Educational Phenomenon

Juvenile recidivism is increasingly understood as a developmental process influenced by academic,
social, and institutional factors rather than as a purely criminogenic outcome. International and domestic
studies consistently report high rates of reoffending despite decreases in overall juvenile arrests,
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suggesting that system responses often fail to address underlying needs. Recidivism rates ranging from
55 to over 70 percent across jurisdictions underscore this systemic shortcoming. These patterns are
particularly salient for youth classified as low risk, for whom recidivism often reflects unmet
developmental needs rather than entrenched criminal behavior [1,5].

Educational disengagement emerges repeatedly in the literature as a consistent precursor to justice
system involvement. Research demonstrates that academic difficulties frequently precede delinquent
behavior and escalate following school exclusion, truancy, or failure to meet academic expectations.
These findings challenge offense-based risk frameworks by illustrating that educational variables,
particularly literacy, exert a stronger and more consistent influence on long-term outcomes than offense
type or initial system contact [5,6].

2.3 Academic Failure and Literacy Deficits

Justice-involved youth disproportionately experience academic failure compared to their non-system-
involved peers [6]. Many qualify for special education services but lack early or ongoing intervention.
Educational disengagement frequently precedes delinquent behavior, suggesting a developmental
relationship between school failure and justice involvement. Structural factors such as under-resourced
schools and exclusionary discipline contribute to academic marginalization. Literacy deficits compound
these challenges by limiting access to curriculum and instruction. Schools thus represent critical
intervention sites for addressing recidivism risk.

Low literacy contributes to frustration, disengagement, and disciplinary exclusion within school
environments [7]. In California, over 80 percent of justice-involved youth assessed between 2018 and
2023 demonstrated reading performance below grade-level expectations [7]. Notably, these deficits
persisted even among youth who earned high school diplomas while detained. Such findings suggest that
credential attainment may mask ongoing skill deficiencies. Literacy deficits hinder post-release
educational reintegration and employment readiness. Addressing literacy proficiency is therefore
essential for long-term rehabilitation.

Literacy deficits limit youths’ engagement with education and rehabilitation across justice contexts [6,7].
Youth with reading difficulties struggle to understand probation conditions, complete job applications,
and reenter traditional school settings. Communication challenges impair self-advocacy and compliance
with rules. Literacy affects multiple life domains simultaneously, including academic, occupational, and
legal functioning. It thus operates as a multi-level criminogenic need. Targeted literacy interventions are
necessary to reduce recidivism.

2.4 Correctional Education

Correctional education has been shown to reduce recidivism by approximately 13 to 28 percent across
juvenile and adult populations [8,9]. Programs offering GED preparation and postsecondary courses
demonstrate particularly strong effects. Educational participation improves employment prospects,
which are closely linked to desistance outcomes. Stable employment reduces exposure to criminogenic
stressors and opportunities. Correctional education addresses multiple criminogenic needs
simultaneously. Literacy underpins the effectiveness of these educational efforts.

Educational credential completion does not necessarily equate to literacy mastery [8]. Some correctional
programs emphasize attendance or completion metrics rather than skill development. Youth may
advance academically without acquiring functional reading abilities. Without literacy mastery, barriers
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reemerge upon reentry into schools or workplaces. Educational disengagement may recur, increasing
recidivism risk. Literacy-specific instruction is therefore essential within correctional education models.
Early, tailored literacy intervention yields the strongest recidivism reduction outcomes [9]. Trauma-
informed instructional practices improve engagement and persistence in educational programming.
Literacy supports participation in other rehabilitative services by enhancing comprehension and
communication. Reading proficiency also facilitates compliance with legal and civic obligations.
Literacy should be a measurable outcome in correctional education programs. Policy must align with
this evidence.

2.5 llliteracy as a Direct Predictor of Juvenile Recidivism

Recent post-2020 research increasingly identifies illiteracy not merely as a correlational risk factor, but
as a direct and measurable predictor of juvenile recidivism, particularly among youth classified as low
risk. Large-scale, multi-site studies demonstrate that youth with limited reading proficiency experience
significantly higher rates of reoffending than their literate peers, even when offense history, risk level,
and demographic variables are controlled. Findings from the Juvenile Justice-Translational Research on
Interventions for Adolescents in the Legal System (JJ-TRIALS) initiative indicate that educational
readiness, including functional literacy, predicts one-year recidivism more consistently than offense
severity or formal supervision level, underscoring literacy’s explanatory power within contemporary risk
models [11].

Illiteracy contributes to recidivism through multiple interconnected pathways. Youth with limited
reading skills consistently demonstrate reduced capacity to engage in court-mandated programming,
understand probation conditions, or complete written behavioral and therapeutic assignments. Post-2020
studies indicate that misunderstanding supervision requirements is a significant predictor of technical
violations, particularly among low-risk youth who might otherwise desist. Literacy therefore functions
as a gatekeeping skill, determining whether youths can successfully navigate justice system expectations
rather than as a peripheral academic variable [11,12].

Recent mixed-methods research further clarifies the relationship between educational disruption,
literacy, and recidivism. [12] found that educational attainment, driven largely by literacy proficiency,
significantly predicted recidivism outcomes, whereas intelligence scores and offense type did not.
Qualitative findings emphasized that justice involvement often disrupts literacy development, resulting
in long-term disengagement from education and increased vulnerability to reoffending. These findings
strengthen the argument that illiteracy operates both as a precursor to justice involvement and as a
mechanism sustaining recidivism after initial contact.

Emerging correctional education research also demonstrates that literacy gains themselves, rather than
credential completion, are associated with recidivism reduction. Contemporary evaluations of
correctional education programs indicate that participants who achieve measurable reading growth
exhibit substantially lower reoffense rates than those who simply complete coursework without skills
mastery. Post-2020 policy analyses emphasize that literacy improvement enhances youths’ capacity to
benefit from cognitive-behavioral interventions, mental health services, and workforce programs,
amplifying the cumulative impact of rehabilitative efforts [2].

Critically, low-risk youth with literacy deficits appear particularly vulnerable to recidivism escalation.
Because these youth are often diverted from intensive services under standard risk classification models,
their academic needs go unaddressed. Recent policy research demonstrates that this omission increases
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the likelihood that low-risk youth will accumulate technical violations, disengage from school, and
reenter the justice system at higher risk levels. These findings suggest that literacy deficits may
undermine diversion and prevention initiatives, positioning illiteracy as a hidden driver of system failure
rather than individual noncompliance [2,11].

Collectively, post-2020 research supports conceptualizing illiteracy as a criminogenic need rather than a
secondary educational concern. Literacy deficits directly impair youths’ ability to comply with legal
requirements, maintain school attachment, and access rehabilitative supports. As such, illiteracy serves
as both a predictive indicator of recidivism and a mechanistic pathway through which justice
involvement persists. These findings reinforce the necessity of integrating literacy screening and
instruction into juvenile justice policy, risk assessment, and intervention design [5,11].

3. Methodology of the Literature Review

This study employed a structured narrative literature review methodology to examine literacy and
juvenile recidivism [5]. Narrative synthesis supports the integration of empirical findings across
disciplines and study designs. Peer-reviewed studies and governmental reports were prioritized to ensure
rigor. The review focused on literature published between 2010 and 2024. Seminal theoretical works
were retained to support conceptual grounding. This approach emphasizes thematic analysis rather than
statistical aggregation.

Databases spanning criminal justice and education were systematically searched using targeted
keywords [3,6]. Search terms included combinations of juvenile recidivism, literacy, academic failure,
and correctional education. Inclusion criteria required relevance to educational factors or justice
outcomes. Both domestic and international studies were included to enhance generalizability. Studies not
addressing educational variables were excluded. The selection process ensured focus and relevance.
Thematic analysis was used to organize findings across studies [10]. Identified themes included literacy
deficits, academic disengagement, correctional education, and theoretical explanations. Patterns were
compared across offender populations and systems. Criminological theory guided interpretation of
empirical findings. This approach enhanced explanatory depth. Practical policy and intervention
implications were derived.

4. Theoretical Framework

4.1 Social bonding theory

Social bonding theory provides a robust explanatory framework for understanding how illiteracy
increases recidivism risk among low-risk juvenile offenders. Hirschi’s four elements of the social bond
(attachment, commitment, involvement, and belief) are each directly mediated by literacy proficiency.
Recent empirical findings extend this theory by demonstrating that illiteracy operates not only as a
background risk factor, but as an active mechanism that erodes social bonds across educational and
justice system contexts.

Attachment

Attachment refers to the emotional and social ties individuals form with conventional institutions and
authority figures, particularly teachers and school staff during adolescence. Literacy is foundational to
this process. Youth who struggle to read often experience repeated academic failure and humiliation in
instructional settings, which weakens relationships with teachers and peers. Post-2020 qualitative studies
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indicate that justice-involved youth with significant literacy deficits frequently disengage from
classrooms to avoid exposure of their academic difficulties, resulting in diminished trust, reduced help-
seeking behaviors, and social withdrawal. As attachment weakens, institutional influence declines,
increasing susceptibility to deviant peer affiliation and justice system reentry [10].

Commitment

Commitment reflects an individual’s investment in conventional goals and future-oriented outcomes.
Literacy directly shapes youths’ perceived access to educational attainment, employment, and social
mobility. Recent mixed-methods research demonstrates that youth with low literacy often perceive
educational success as unattainable, leading to reduced academic persistence and increased system
disengagement. For low-risk juveniles, this loss of commitment is particularly consequential: although
formally classified as unlikely to reoffend, their lack of academic investment increases vulnerability to
technical violations, school dropout, and subsequent justice contact. Illiteracy therefore undermines
commitment by severing the perceived link between effort and legitimate reward [10].

Involvement

Involvement refers to participation in structured, prosocial activities that reduce opportunities for
delinquency. Literacy influences involvement by determining youths’ ability to participate meaningfully
in school-based instruction, counseling programs, and court-mandated interventions. Youth with limited
reading skills often struggle to complete written assignments, comprehend therapeutic materials, or
engage in cognitive-behavioral programming, resulting in partial participation or withdrawal. Recent
evaluations of juvenile justice programming indicate that limited literacy is associated with lower
program completion rates and higher rates of technical noncompliance. Reduced involvement leaves
youth with unstructured time and weakened institutional supervision, increasing recidivism risk [10].

Belief

Belief concerns acceptance of social norms, rules, and the legitimacy of institutional authority. Literacy
deficits interfere with belief formation by limiting youths’ understanding of institutional expectations
and legal requirements. Youth with poor reading skills frequently misunderstand probation conditions,
school codes of conduct, and behavioral contracts, leading to unintentional violations. Over time,
repeated sanctioning for perceived noncompliance erodes belief in the fairness and legitimacy of
institutions. Empirical studies show that justice-involved youth with persistent literacy difficulties are
more likely to view systems as punitive rather than supportive, further accelerating disengagement and
recidivism [10].

Together, these findings extend social bonding theory by illustrating how illiteracy functions as a bond-
eroding mechanism across all four dimensions. Literacy strengthening, therefore, operates as a bond-
repair strategy, reinforcing attachment, commitment, involvement, and belief, and supporting desistance
trajectories among low-risk juvenile offenders [10].

4.2 School-to-prison pipeline

The school-to-prison pipeline framework highlights how educational exclusion accelerates justice
system involvement [1,6]. Literacy difficulties increase the likelihood of disciplinary sanctions and
special education placement. Exclusion from instructional settings removes protective structure and
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supervision. Justice system contact becomes more likely as school engagement declines. Institutional
responses may unintentionally exacerbate risk. Literacy intervention can disrupt pipeline processes.
Unaddressed literacy deficits persist across detention and reentry phases [7]. Youth frequently reenter
schools academically behind their peers. Dropout risk increases as academic demands exceed skills.
System responses often emphasize compliance over instruction. Recidivism risk rises as educational
disengagement deepens. Literacy support is therefore a strategic intervention point.

4.3 Conceptual Integration: Illiteracy — Disengagement — Recidivism

Building on social bonding theory and the school-to-prison pipeline framework, this review advances a
conceptual model in which illiteracy initiates a cascading process of disengagement that culminates in
increased recidivism risk. In this model, early literacy deficits limit academic access and instructional
success, leading to frustration, behavioral responses, and withdrawal from school contexts.
Disengagement from education weakens social bonds by reducing attachment to teachers, commitment
to conventional goals, involvement in structured activities, and belief in institutional legitimacy.

As disengagement deepens, youth become increasingly vulnerable to exclusionary discipline, justice
system contact, and technical noncompliance. For low-risk juveniles, this pathway is particularly
problematic because risk assessment models often exclude literacy as a criminogenic need, resulting in
limited intervention despite growing vulnerability. Without targeted literacy support, disengagement
compounds across school, probation, and reentry contexts, increasing the likelihood of reoffending and
escalation within the justice system [2,11].

This conceptual model positions literacy not as an ancillary educational concern, but as a foundational
protective factor that shapes institutional engagement and behavioral outcomes. Interventions that
interrupt this trajectory, through early literacy screening, instructional support, and literacy-aligned
justice programming, have the potential to strengthen social bonds, sustain engagement, and disrupt
pathways to recidivism before escalation occurs [5,10].

Figure 1: Conceptual Model Linking Illiteracy, Educational Disengagement, and Juvenile
Recidivism
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Figure 1 illustrates the conceptual pathway through which literacy deficits contribute to juvenile
recidivism. The model integrates social bonding theory and the school-to-prison pipeline framework,
showing how illiteracy weakens educational attachment, increases institutional exclusion, and elevates
reoffending risk among low-risk youth.

5. Suggested Interventions

Early literacy screening represents a proactive and preventive strategy for reducing juvenile recidivism
[6,7]. By identifying literacy needs at initial points of contact, such as school disciplinary referrals, court
diversion programs, or probation intake, schools and juvenile justice agencies may respond before
educational disengagement deepens. Research demonstrates that evidence-based reading instruction
improves academic engagement while simultaneously reducing frustration-related behavioral issues. As
literacy skills improve, youth are better able to participate meaningfully in classroom instruction and
rehabilitative programming. Limiting reliance on exclusionary disciplinary practices further disrupts
school-to-justice pathways that frequently emerge from academic failure. When literacy intervention is
coordinated across educational and justice systems, system penetration decreases, and long-term
outcomes improve.

Within juvenile justice settings, correctional education programs must prioritize literacy mastery rather
than credential attainment alone [8,9]. While GED completion is often used as a benchmark of success,
it does not necessarily reflect improved reading proficiency. Regular assessment of reading growth
ensures that instructional approaches are responsive to individual needs rather than program timelines.
Trauma-informed educational practices further enhance retention and engagement among justice-
involved youth. Improved literacy supports compliance with supervision conditions by enabling youth to
understand written requirements, assignments, and legal expectations. Accordingly, program standards
should mandate measurable literacy outcomes, and funding mechanisms should be aligned with
demonstrated instructional effectiveness.

Community-based reentry services should also include sustained literacy support to prevent educational
disruption following release [2,10]. Tutoring and mentoring programs promote continuity of learning
during the critical transition period from detention to community. Reintegration into traditional schools
becomes more stable when youth possess functional reading skills aligned with grade-level expectations.
Literacy strengthens social bonds by supporting academic success, employment readiness, and positive
peer relationships. Youth who experience educational continuity are more likely to maintain desistance
from delinquent behavior. Effective reentry therefore depends on cross-agency collaboration that
integrates literacy support into community supervision and educational planning.

6. Policy Recommendations

Juvenile justice policy should explicitly recognize literacy as a criminogenic need alongside more
traditionally assessed risk factors [1,2]. Current risk assessment instruments often emphasize offense
history and behavioral indicators while overlooking academic functioning. Incorporating literacy
screening into standardized assessments would allow agencies to identify hidden vulnerabilities that
contribute to recidivism escalation. Early identification enables targeted educational intervention before
technical violations or school disengagement occur. Resources should be allocated based on
demonstrated educational need rather than risk classification alone. Meaningful policy reform must
therefore integrate educational variables into juvenile justice decision-making frameworks.
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Education policy must also address the role of exclusionary practices in accelerating justice involvement
among academically vulnerable youth [6,7]. Suspensions, expulsions, and repeated removals from
instruction disproportionately impact students with literacy deficits. Replacing seat-time metrics with
mastery-based assessment ensures that academic advancement reflects actual skill development. Cross-
agency accountability between schools and justice systems strengthens continuity of support for justice-
involved youth. Preventive literacy instruction is more cost-effective than later system intervention.
Accordingly, literacy-centered education policy promotes both equity and public safety.

Juvenile justice policy should further prioritize funding for literacy-centered programming and outcome
evaluation [8,9]. Program success should be measured by demonstrated literacy gains rather than course
completion alone. Credentialing without skills mastery leaves youth ill-prepared for reentry and
compliance with supervision conditions. Literacy development enhances reintegration success by
supporting employment, education, and lawful behavior. Evaluation standards must evolve to capture
these outcomes. Sustainable reform depends on strategic investment in literacy as a foundational
intervention.

7. Limitations

Despite strong thematic consistency across the literature, narrative synthesis limits causal inference [5].
The reviewed studies employ varied research designs, sample sizes, and outcome measures,
complicating direct comparison. Effect sizes were not uniformly reported, limiting the ability to quantify
the precise magnitude of literacy effects on recidivism. As a result, findings should be interpreted as
demonstrating robust associations rather than definitive causal relationships. Quantitative meta-analytic
approaches would strengthen empirical precision. These limitations warrant caution when generalizing
conclusions across jurisdictions.

Measurement variability represents an additional limitation in the reviewed literature [1,3]. Studies differ
in how recidivism is operationalized, including rearrest, reconviction, or reincarceration. Literacy is
similarly measured using inconsistent indicators, ranging from educational attainment to standardized
reading assessments. This inconsistency complicates synthesis and interpretability across studies.
Standardized definitions would enhance comparability and policy translation. Until such measures are
adopted, conclusions must be viewed within their methodological contexts.

The literature also remains heavily concentrated within the United States [5]. Non-Western justice and
education systems are underrepresented, limiting global generalizability. Structural differences across
countries may alter the relationship between literacy and recidivism. Broader international research is
needed to examine contextual variation. Cross-national comparisons would clarify whether observed
mechanisms are universal or system-specific. Consequently, caution is warranted when applying
findings beyond Western contexts.

Finally, literacy frequently co-occurs with other adverse conditions such as poverty, trauma exposure,
and learning disabilities [6,10]. Isolating the independent effects of literacy is methodologically
challenging in such contexts. Multi-factor models are necessary to capture these interacting influences.
Oversimplification risks attributing complex outcomes to a single factor. Future research must address
this complexity through integrated analytic approaches.
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8. Future Research Directions

Future research needs to explicitly isolate literacy as an independent predictor of juvenile recidivism
[5,8]. Longitudinal designs are particularly well-suited to examining how changes in literacy over time
influence justice outcomes [1,2]. Improved measurement precision is necessary to distinguish functional
literacy from credential attainment. Studies should assess reading comprehension, writing ability, and
applied literacy skills. Empirical testing of mechanisms would strengthen explanatory models. Stronger
evidence is needed to guide targeted intervention design.

Low-risk juveniles warrant focused investigation within preventive research frameworks [8,9]. Risk
stratification may obscure academic vulnerability by minimizing service provision for youth deemed
unlikely to reoffend [2,6]. Subgroup analysis can identify differential effects across developmental
stages, learning profiles, and supervision contexts. Timing of intervention appears critical in shaping
long-term outcomes. Trauma interactions require further examination. Addressing these gaps will
improve prevention efficacy.

Cross-national research offers another important direction for advancing the literature [3,5]. Structural
differences in education and justice systems may influence literacy-recidivism pathways. Qualitative
youth perspectives can provide insight into lived educational experiences [10]. Mixed-methods designs
strengthen explanatory depth and policy relevance. Broader contextual analysis enhances transferability.
Global perspectives are essential for comprehensive understanding.

Explicit theory testing should guide future inquiry [7,10]. Constructs such as attachment, commitment,
and institutional exclusion must be operationalized and empirically evaluated. Mediation models can
clarify literacy’s role within broader developmental pathways. Mixed-design approaches promote
analytic rigor. Theory-driven research advances both scholarship and practice. Research agendas should
evolve accordingly.

9. Conclusion

Across the reviewed literature, literacy consistently predicts recidivism among low-risk juvenile
offenders [1,5]. Academic deficits undermine the effectiveness of diversion and rehabilitation efforts.
Risk classification alone fails to capture educational vulnerability. Education remains central to
desistance and prosocial development. Literacy addresses root causes rather than symptoms of justice
involvement. Policy responses must therefore prioritize literacy intervention.

Social bonding theory and the School-to-prison pipeline framework clarify how literacy shapes justice
outcomes [10]. Literacy strengthens institutional attachment while reducing exclusionary pathways.
Integrated educational and justice responses are essential. Early intervention prevents escalation into
chronic system involvement. Justice outcomes are inseparable from educational opportunity. Literacy
reform is imperative.
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