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Abstract

The present paper explores the importance of the ethics of Sri Aurobindo in the context of the
current intellectual and cultural discourse in France. For Aurobindo, ethics is not the set of absolute
principles but a movement that is a part of the overall development process of consciousness. In “The
Human Cycle”, the author introduces the notion of morality as one of the stages in the psychological
evolution of a person and society, not the highest and most complete principle of the world (Sri Aurobindo,
1999). His ideas acquire greater significance when discussed against the background of modern French
pre-occupations with autonomy, secular morality, universalism, and civic order, which have been present
in the intellectual life of the country for centuries (Rendtorff, 2014). The paper employs a qualitative,
interpretive methodology based on critical analysis of primary texts written by Sri Aurobindo and relevant
secondary literature on his ethics, social philosophy, and general intellectual reception. Historical context
will be covered as well, including the Indo-French relations in Pondicherry, and the global spread of the
ideas of Sri Aurobindo (Heehs, 2008). Although the philosopher had no practical influence on the ethical
life of the French people, his ideas serve as the basis for a comparative analysis of the modern moral issues
in French culture.
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1. Introduction

A unique feature about Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy is that, unlike many thinkers of his time, he
did not view ethics as a closed set of principles but rather as an evolving phenomenon in the process of
consciousness development. As described in The Human Cycle, both individual and collective life go
through a series of stages, and ethical awareness forms one of them, a part of the overall development
process rather than a fixed eternal principle (Sri Aurobindo, 1999). This particular stance on ethical
philosophy is especially relevant to the field as the thinker saw ethics not just as a discipline for society
but as a preparatory step to a higher spiritual truth, as seen from further elaborations on his moral
philosophy by Shukla (2018). In other words, ethics regulates the desires and actions of humans. However,
moral life needs to become part of something bigger.

AIJFR26036422 Volume 7, Issue 3 (May-June 2026) 1


http://www.aijfr.com/

Advanced International Journal for Research (AIJFR)
E-ISSN: 3048-7641 e Website: www.aiffr.com e Email: editor@aijfr.com

Intellectual significance appears when comparing such an approach to morality with ideas of
modern French philosophical and ethical discourse. Modernity in France is characterised by rationalism,
secular morality, and universalistic republicanism; however, ethical thought in the region has often faced
contradictions with regard to alienation, fragmentation, and incompleteness of purely rational moral
concepts (Rendtorft, 2014). The problem is that Sri Aurobindo recognises the value of reason in ethics,
but at the same time believes that it belongs to the hierarchy of consciousness and therefore should be seen
as one of several elements in the moral development of humans (Sanyal, 2024).

An interesting feature of the ethical philosophy of Sri Aurobindo lies in its recognition that ethics
is not simply an eternal, immutable code but a movement forward, in the course of which a growing
awareness of right action and behaviour arises. According to Sri Aurobindo (1999), individual and group
life progress through various states, and the emergence of ethical knowledge is also a manifestation of
such progress. Sri Aurobindo’s moral doctrine assumes particular importance in debates on ethical
philosophy due to the understanding that ethics in this regard is the preparation for attaining a higher level
of truth (Shukla, 2018). From this perspective, moral life acts as the control mechanism in regulating
desires and actions. Though it can be said to be incomplete before being subsumed into spirituality.

From an intellectual perspective, the above ideas may gain additional relevance against the
backdrop of the modern French ethical and cultural discourse. Certainly, in the context of modern French
society, reason, secular public morality, republican universalism, and collective citizenship have always
played central roles. Still, modern ethical thought in France has repeatedly experienced problems
associated with alienation, fragmentation, and a lack of completeness of purely rational moral structures
(Rendtorft, 2014). As opposed to rejecting reason, Sri Aurobindo considers it one of the levels in the
hierarchy of consciousness, which is required yet insufficient in moral perfection (Sanyal, 2024).
Therefore, the researcher’s philosophy proves useful from the perspective of comparison as a diagram of
ethical discourse involving both popularity and spirituality.

2. Previous Works

As far as the scholarly community is concerned, there is clear evidence of a gradual transition from
initial Aurobindonian resources to a specific philosophical analysis. In addition to Sri Aurobindo’s works
dedicated to the subject matter, such as The Ideal of Human Unity, which is one of his earliest
comprehensive statements about the problem of collective human existence and the possibility of world
unity in relation to human ethicality, there was also an analysis of the nature of ethics and morality in
Aurobindo (1950 & 2006). In the book “The Human Cycle” (1999), Sri Aurobindo explored the evolution
of psychological types of human beings, the phases of social evolution and concluded that ethicality is a
result of human spiritual development, which is why it can be seen as something teleological.

Editorial and interpretation work, which helped establish Aurobindo’s relevance as a philosopher
in a broader sense than simply as a religious or nationalistic figure, also provided the base for further
analysis. An edited collection of articles entitled The Essential Aurobindo, which includes reflections on
humanity and social development, was an important milestone at the time when Aurobindo became
relevant for the international comparative philosophical and ethical studies (McDermott, 2001). At the
same time, the scholarship that examined Sri Aurobindo in terms of his broader intellectual, literary and
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cultural context became relevant at that time too. For instance, The Lives of Sri Aurobindo is significant
since it traces different sides of his biography and mentions the influence of literature and cultures,
including French (Heehs, 2008).

The connection of the philosopher’s thought to ethics was explicitly articulated through more
recent studies of Aurobindo's philosophy. Phillips (2007) discussion of ethical skepticism in Sri Aurobindo
and its implications for understanding Sri Aurobindo’s ethical philosophy demonstrated how problematic
it is to understand Aurobindonian ethics through conventional morality and revealed an opening for
considering the relation of spirituality to morality. Banerji’s study of the ethics-politics nexus in
Aurobindo’s philosophy considered the interplay between ethical universalism and national aspirations in
a way that challenges the usual understanding of ethics (Banerji, 2010). Furthermore, Sanyal analysed the
metaphysical foundations of ethics in Aurobindo in comparison to those of Western philosophy and
brought up a significant point regarding the limitations of reason in morality and the inadequacy of
understanding the moral being by means of reason alone (Sanyal, 2024).

Scholarly dedicated specifically to Sri Aurobindo’s ethical philosophy continued developing after
these works. Shukla suggested that moral codes and ethical rules in Sri Aurobindo are context dependent
and insufficient for the suprarational realisation of truth, which once again underscores the idea that
morality is merely a stage and not the goal of spiritual development (Shukla, 2018). Discussions of the
place of moral and ethical development in Aurobindo’s philosophy in recent scholarship have focused on
its applicability to modern debates about education and character building, revealing its relevance for
modern-day moral thinking (Kashyap, 2024). In addition to the specific study of Sri Aurobindo,
international scholarly discourse made advances by situating Sri Aurobindo within the context of world
history of spirituality and anti-colonialism, paving the way for meaningful dialogue.

While such books contribute in no small measure to an enhanced appreciation of Aurobindo’s ethics,
there has not yet been any attempt to conduct a sustained investigation into the relationship between his
teachings and contemporary French philosophy and culture. The extant literature sets the foundation in
theory, history, and comparative perspective, but it fails to tackle the particular issue of Aurobindo’s
pertinence to French ethics of modernity.

2.1 Research Gap

Though Sri Aurobindo’s works have been analysed extensively in terms of spirituality, nationalism,
metaphysics, and education, his ideas about ethics have not been explored with respect to his interaction
with contemporary French intellectual discourse. His relationship with France has only been referred to
as part of his biography or as a background factor without being used to engage with issues arising out of
that relationship with respect to morality. Thus, there is scope for a meaningful conversation between
Aurobindonian ethics and the moral values of France.

2.2 Research Problem
This research aims to solve the following issues:

» The link between Sri Aurobindo’s moral philosophy and that of present-day France is still not
properly understood.
» The Indo-French link intellectually is still not studied from an ethical viewpoint.
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» Various theories, such as ethical evolution and the unity of humankind, have still not been
adequately utilised for comparative ethics.

» Ethical discussions in present-day secular times require broader intercultural discussion
philosophically.

2.3 Objectives of the Study

The main aims and objectives of the research:

» To provide a critical analysis of the key aspects of the ethical philosophy of Sri Aurobindo, with
emphasis on ethical evolution, self-law, spiritual liberty, and supra-rational awareness.

» To determine the main issues of ethics in the modern French intellectual culture with emphasis on
reason, secularism, autonomy, universality, and collectively.

» To evaluate the specific circumstances that led to the possibility of an ethical dialogue between the
Indians and the French in terms of Pondicherry, The Mother, and the international reception of the
philosophy of Sri Aurobindo.

» To identify both convergent and divergent aspects in Sri Aurobindo’s ethics and the current trends
in French ethics.

» To determine the importance of Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy for the comparative analysis of
modern theories of ethics, social unity, and secular reason.

3. Research Methodology

A qualitative, interpretative, and comparative approach is taken for this work in light of its
philosophical and intellectual historical nature. Given that this is a research study focused on conceptual
affinity and not causal relation, an interpretative research methodology based on purposive selection of
literature would be more appropriate. This study employs a combination of textual analysis and thematic
comparison for a comparison of the ideas of Sri Aurobindo with modern French ethical thought.

3.1 Procedure

In line with the research methodology adopted for this research, the first step was a textual analysis of key
works of Sri Aurobindo to establish the core ethical concepts, namely morality, reason, self-law, spiritual
freedom, and human unity. This step involved examining a range of literature related to the ethics and
moral philosophy of Sri Aurobindo. For the third stage, relevant themes in the context of modern French
ethics, particularly secularism, rationality, autonomy, and social community, were identified through
contextual research.

3.2 Sample

The research sample of the study is purposive and textual. The sample consists of Sri Aurobindo’s main
works, secondary literature discussing his ethics, a reliable intellectual biography of the philosopher, as
well as documents related to Indo-French intellectual relations. Given that the present research is
philosophical and not survey-related, its sample refers to the set of texts to be used in the analysis.

3.3 Area of the Study
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The area of the study can be defined as the field where modern Indian philosophy, comparative ethics,
French intellectual history, and intercultural studies meet. Geographically, the field is connected with India
and France in terms of the significance of Pondicherry and the spread of the Aurobindonian doctrine in
French-speaking contexts. At the same time, intellectually, the area is related to the sphere of culture and
ideas, but not French society in sociological terms.

3.4 Tools and Techniques

Close textual analysis, comparative interpretation, and thematic analysis are the main research
approaches used in this research paper. Notions such as morality, consciousness, freedom, reason, and
unity were identified among others and analysed in terms of their relevance to French ethics. In addition,
historical context analysis was also used for the sake of philosophical comparison in the Indo-French
context.

4. Findings & Discussion

This research reveals that Sri Aurobindo’s ethical philosophy is developmental in nature and
cannot be confined to any set of rigid moral standards. According to Sri Aurobindo, “morality is a
significant step on the journey of development. However, morality can be completed only through
consciousness and reason” (Sri Aurobindo, 1999). Therefore, this philosopher’s ideas are highly relevant
to the French context, where modern ethical discussion revolves around reason but remains unsatisfactory
in addressing inner conflicts.

The above analysis further shows that, in comparison to many traditional modern ethical
philosophies, Sri Aurobindo provides a wider scope of freedom and unity among humans. This is because
in the philosophy of Sri Aurobindo, freedom is not limited to autonomy but refers to the realisation of the
ultimate law of oneself. Furthermore, unity is not restricted to politics but is seen as spiritual and
evolutionary in nature. Due to this reason, there is no evident mass impact of Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy
on the French nation, though it gives a good basis of comparison when dealing with modern French ethics.

5. Conclusion

The research concludes that there is a strong case for using Sri Aurobindo’s ethical philosophy as
a serious comparative framework for examining crucial contradictions in contemporary French thought.
Indeed, his notion of morality as a transitional but necessary step in the evolution of consciousness expands
ethical reasoning beyond rule-based ethics and introduces a new perspective on the meaning of freedom,
discipline, and community. However, the data presented in the paper can serve as evidence for the
existence of a philosophical connection rather than of any social impact, yet the former carries
considerable significance.
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