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Abstract 

 

This comparative analysis demonstrates how India's Gor Banjara and Europe's Roma Gypsies face parallel 

cycles of generational poverty, low literacy, and severe labor market exclusion due to shared historical 

state criminalisation and persistent spatial segregation, despite living under completely different legal and 

institutional frameworks. You can read the full analysis at Echoes of Nomadism. 

 

This paper presents a comparative analysis of the socio-economic trajectories of India’s Gor Banjara and 

Europe’s Romani populations. Both communities share deep historical, linguistic, and cultural roots 

originating in the Indian subcontinent. Over centuries, both groups transitioned from nomadic lifestyles to 

involuntary sedentarism, facing systemic marginalisation by colonial and post-colonial state mechanisms. 

The study examines how distinct institutional frameworks alter their contemporary socio-economic 

realities. In India, the Gor Banjara navigate a complex affirmative action matrix. This system yields 

uneven regional progress and internal class stratification. Meanwhile, the Romani in Europe encounter 

persistent structural racism, ghettoisation, and exclusionary social policies despite European Union 

integration efforts. 

Through a comparative socio-legal lens, this paper investigates three primary areas: 

 Modern labor market integration 

 Access to state-backed welfare systems 

 The preservation of cultural identity amidst forced assimilation 

Ultimately, the analysis outlines the future socio-economic outlooks for both groups. It highlights the 

urgent need for policy frameworks that respect nomadic heritage while guaranteeing equitable citizenship. 
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 Structural Exclusion 

 Involuntary Sedentarism 

 

1. Introduction 

 

The global history of nomadic populations is defined by a shared transition from self-sufficient mobile 

economies to forced sedentarisation, with India’s Gor Banjara and Europe’s Roma Gypsies presenting a 

critical cross-continental parallel. Despite operating under vastly different contemporary governance 

models, the structural remnants of their nomadic past continue to trap both populations in cycles of 

systemic exclusion. You can read the full analysis of their historical criminalisation, spatial segregation, 

and institutional failures. 

 

The global history of nomadic and semi-nomadic communities is a narrative of resilience, cultural 

preservation, and systemic exclusion. Among these groups, the Gor Banjara of India and the Roma of 

Europe present a compelling case for comparative analysis. Both populations share deep historical roots, 

distinct cultural identities, and a legacy of marginalisation that persists into the 21st century. 

Historically linked by migratory trajectories originating in the Indian subcontinent, both the Gor Banjara 

and the Roma have transitioned from mobile lifestyle economies to sedentary or semi-sedentary existence. 

This transition, however, has not been seamless. In the modern era, both communities confront structural 

barriers that impede their socio-economic mobility, though the political and institutional frameworks 

governing their development differ significantly. 

This comparative analysis explores the socio-economic trajectories of the Gor Banjara and European 

Roma. By examining their historical shifts, contemporary challenges, and the efficacy of state 

interventions, this study seeks to understand how the "echoes of nomadism" continue to shape their 

modern realities and define their prospects. 

 

Historical Trajectories and Identitarian Foundations 

[Ancestral Origins: Northern/Northwestern India] 

          │ 

          ├──► (Mobility within Subcontinent) ──► Gor Banjara (Indo-Aryan Ethno-Linguistic Group) 

          │ 

          └──► (Westward Migration ~11th C.)  ──► Roma Gypsies (European Diaspora) 

The Gor Banjara: From Traders to Marginalised Communities 

The Gor Banjara, an Indo-Aryan ethno-linguistic group, were historically renowned as nomadic traders, 

transporters of goods, and pastoralists. Crucial to the pre-colonial Indian economy, they managed vast 

pack-bullock caravans that supplied essential commodities across difficult terrains. 

The advent of British colonial rule, particularly the introduction of the railways and the enactment of the 

Forest Act, systematically dismantled their traditional livelihood networks. Worse still, the colonial state 

designated them under the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871, branding them as hereditary criminals. Although 
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"denotified" post-independence, the structural stigma and economic displacement caused by this law 

continue to impact their socio-economic standing today. 

The Roma: The Westward Migration and Persecution 

The Roma, colloquially referred to as Gypsies, migrated out of northern and northwestern India between 

the 5th and 11th centuries, eventually settling across Europe. Like the Banjara, their mobility was tied to 

specific economic niches, including blacksmithing, music, horse-trading, and craftsmanship. 

In Europe, the Roma faced intense, institutionalised persecution. This history of exclusion spans centuries 

of enslavement in regions like Wallachia and Moldavia, forced assimilation policies under various 

European monarchs, and targeted extermination during the Holocaust (referred to in the Romani language 

as the Porajmos). In the post-communist era, the Roma remain Europe's largest and most disadvantaged 

ethnic minority. 

Core Comparative Parameters 

To understand the socio-economic futures of these communities, it is essential to evaluate them across 

three critical dimensions: 

 Legal and Institutional Status: The Gor Banjara are categorised variably across Indian states—

ranging from Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) to Other Backward Classes 

(OBC). This fractured classification complicates their access to uniform affirmative action 

benefits. Conversely, the Roma are recognized as a distinct transnational minority within the 

European Union (EU), supported by targeted frameworks like the EU Roma Strategic Framework, 

though local implementation varies wildly across member states. 

 Socio-Economic Marginalisation: Both groups exhibit low literacy rates, high levels of poverty, 

and limited representation in formal job markets. The Banjara often live in segregated settlements 

called Tandas, which frequently lack basic infrastructure. Similarly, many European Roma reside 

in segregated, sub-standard settlements or ghettos lacking clean water, sanitation, and electricity. 

 Stigmatisation and Discrimination: The Banjara continue to battle the historical baggage of 

being perceived as "transgressors" or criminals, which isolates them from mainstream rural 

societies. The Roma face pervasive anti-Gypsyism (or Romaphobia), which manifests as systemic 

discrimination in housing, employment, and education across both Western and Eastern Europe. 

Contemporary Challenges and Future Outlook 

The socio-economic future of both the Gor Banjara and the Roma depends on how successfully modern 

states can bridge the gap between policy formulation and grassroots execution. 

For the Gor Banjara, the primary path forward lies in securing uniform administrative classification across 

India, ensuring land rights for their Tandas, and creating sustainable livelihoods to mitigate distress 

seasonal migration. For Europe's Roma, the future relies on dismantling systemic segregation in schools, 

securing legal housing, and combating deep-seated societal prejudice through rigorous enforcement of 

anti-discrimination laws. 

http://www.aijfr.com/
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Ultimately, both communities stand at a critical crossroads. The structural remnants of their nomadic past 

continue to clash with the rigid bureaucratic demands of modern nation-states. Only through inclusive, 

culturally sensitive, and economically empowering policies can the "echoes of nomadism" transform from 

a legacy of displacement into a future of sustainable development and social equity. 

Theoretical Framework: 

 

The theoretical framework provides the conceptual lens necessary to analyze how historical displacement 

translates into modern structural marginalization for post-nomadic communities. Rather than treating 

poverty as an isolated economic symptom, this study integrates three macro-sociological theories to 

explain the parallel exclusion of India's Gor Banjara and Europe's Roma. By anchoring the analysis in 

these distinct academic paradigms, the framework moves beyond geographical borders to expose the 

universal socio-spatial mechanisms used by nation-states to control, isolate, and disadvantage mobile 

populations.To properly analyze the systemic marginalisation of India's Gor Banjara and Europe's Romani, 

this paper adopts an integrated theoretical framework combining Subaltern Studies and Critical Race 

Theory (CRT). [1, 2] 

Subaltern Studies 

This framework recovers the histories and agency of populations excluded from dominant socio-political 

hierarchies. [1, 2] 

Epistemic Violence: Examines how colonial archives and modern state records misrepresent nomadic 

groups as "criminal" or "deviant". 

Involuntary Sedetarism: Analyzes how post-colonial state-building forces static citizenship onto 

historically fluid, mobile societies. [1] 

Critical Race Theory (CRT) & Policy Coloniality 

This framework decodes how institutional law and public policies maintain structural racial hierarchies. 

[1, 2] 

Structural Racism: Explores how European institutions perpetuate the exclusion of the Romani despite 

integration mandates. 

Intersectionality: Evaluates how the Gor Banjara navigate overlapping caste, class, and tribal legal 

classifications in India. 

Policy Coloniality: Maps how modern welfare distribution continues to treat former nomadic populations 

as targets of control rather than empowerment. [1, 2] 

This framework bridges Subaltern Studies and Critical Race Theory (CRT) to analyze how historical 

and institutional forces shape the socio-economic futures of the Gor Banjara and the Romani. 
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┌──────────────────────────────────────┐ 

│      INTEGRATED THEORETICAL LENS     │ 

└──────────────────┬───────────────────┘ 

│ 

┌───────────────────────────┴───────────────────────────┐ 

▼                                                       ▼ 

┌───────────────┐                                       ┌───────────────┐ 

│   SUBALTERN   │                                       │ CRITICAL RACE │ 

│    STUDIES    │                                       │  THEORY (CRT) │ 

└───────┬───────┘                                       └───────┬───────┘ 

│                                                       │ 

├─► Epistemic Violence                                  ├─► Structural Racism 

│   (Colonial Archives/Erasure)                         │   (Institutional Ghettoisation) 

│                                                       │ 

└─► Involuntary Sedentarism                             ├─► Intersectionality 

(Enforced Borders/Static Identity)                 │   (Caste, Class, Tribe Matrices) 

│ 

└─► Policy Coloniality 

(State Control vs. Welfare) 

Subaltern Studies: Erasure and Enforced Stasis 

This lens decodes how dominant historical and state records disempower mobile communities. 

Epistemic Violence 

Colonial Branding: Evaluates how British rule in India categorized the Gor Banjara as "hereditary 

criminals" via the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871, stripping them of their historical role as vital trade 

networks. 

Continental Othering: Examines how European states historically codified the Romani as "vagrants", 

"spies", or "asocial elements", creating a persistent archive of deviance. 

Modern Bureaucratic Erasure: Analyzes how current state data collection methods fail to capture the 

fluid reality of nomadic communities, turning them into statistical ghosts or administrative anomalies. 

Involuntary Sedentarism 

The Sedentary Bias: Investigates how modern nation-states equate fixed property ownership with 

civilized, responsible citizenship. 

Enforced Settling: Tracks the disruption of traditional cattle-herding routes for the Gor Banjara and 

caravan travel for the Romani through border controls, private property laws, and state encampment 

policies. 

Loss of Autonomy: Charts how shifting from a self-sustaining nomadic economy to forced stationary 

living drives these communities into vulnerable, low-wage agrarian or urban labor pools. 

Critical Race Theory & Policy Coloniality: Structural Hierarchies 

This lens examines how modern laws and policies maintain systemic exclusion rather than dismantling it. 

Structural Racism & Institutional Ghettoisation 

The Illusion of Integration: Dissects why well-funded European initiatives (e.g., the EU Roma Strategic 

Framework) routinely fail to change deep-rooted anti-Gypsyism in employment, schooling, and housing. 

http://www.aijfr.com/
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Geographic Segregation: Maps how urban zoning laws push Romani families into environmentally 

hazardous, under-resourced fringes, cutting off upward social mobility. 

Intersectionality in the Post-Colonial Matrix 

The Legal Classification Labyrinth: Critiques how the Gor Banjara face fragmented legal labels across 

Indian states—alternating between Scheduled Tribes (ST), Scheduled Castes (SC), Other Backward 

Classes (OBC), and Denotified Tribes (DNT). 

Internal Class Stratification: Evaluates how a small elite absorbs the benefits of state affirmative action, 

while the most vulnerable, uneducated, and migrant factions of the community remain deeply 

marginalized. 

Policy Coloniality 

Welfare as Surveillance: Argues that both Indian and European social welfare schemes treat the Gor 

Banjara and Romani as passive targets of policing and assimilation, rather than active partners in 

development. 

Conditional Citizenship: Shows how access to basic human rights (like voting cards, pensions, or clean 

water) is unfairly conditioned on the community's willingness to abandon their traditional cultural 

structures and languages. 

 

2. Literature Review 

 

The academic literature surrounding nomadic populations has increasingly focused on the transition from 

mobile economies to forced sedentarisation. When evaluating India's Gor Banjara and Europe's Roma, 

researchers across anthropological, sociological, and economic disciplines highlight a shared historical 

genesis, followed by structurally parallel trajectories of systemic exclusion. This review synthesizes 

existing scholarship into four core thematic areas. [1, 2, 3] 

1. Ethnographic Roots and Transnational Linkages 

Scholarship tracing the genesis of both groups establishes deep historical and ethno-linguistic ties to 

northern and northwestern India. [1] 

 Linguistic Affiliation: Anthropological studies confirm that Gor Boli (the Banjara dialect) and the 

Romani language both belong to the Indo-Aryan language family, maintaining foundational 

Sanskrit roots and North Indian grammatical structures. [1, 2] 

 Genetic and Oral Proof: Recent genome-wide SNP array data and historical analyses validate the 

northwestern Indian origin of European Roma, revealing high Identical-by-Descent (IBD) segment 

sharing with North-West Indian populations. Community historians observe that while the Roma 

migrated westward between the 5th and 11th centuries, the Gor Banjara remained within the 

subcontinent, migrating southward during the Sultanate and Mughal eras as large-scale military 

logistics and trade carriers. [1, 2, 3, 4] 

2. De-Legitimation of Livelihoods: Colonialism vs. European Feudalism 

The economic displacement of both communities is widely documented as an outcome of hostile, state-

sponsored institutional shifts. [, 2] 
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    [CROSS-CONTINENTAL DISPLACEMENT] 

                              │ 

       ┌──────────────────────┴──────────────────────┐ 

       ▼                                             ▼ 

 [BRITISH INDIA]                             [FEUDAL EUROPE] 

 ∙ Forest Acts (Lost access)                 ∙ Imperial decrees (Forced labor) 

 ∙ Railways (Replaced caravans)              ∙ Enslavement (Wallachia/Moldavia) 

 ∙ Criminal Tribes Act 1871                  ∙ Systematic Porajmos (Holocaust) 

 The Banjara Under British Rule: Scholars like Radhakrishna point out that the introduction of 

the British rail network and strict colonial Forest Acts crippled the pack-bullock caravan trade of 

the Banjaras. To control their mobility, the British state passed the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871, 

legally branding them as hereditary criminals. This institutionalised an enduring social stigma that 

survived their post-independence "denotification". [, 2, 3] 

 The Roma Under European Feudalism: European historians emphasize that the Roma were met 

with violent state rejection upon arrival. In Eastern Europe (notably Wallachia and Moldavia), they 

faced half a millennium of literal enslavement ending only in the mid-19th century. In Western 

Europe, imperial decrees mandated forced assimilation or execution, culminating in the Porajmos 

(the Romani Holocaust), which erased a massive percentage of their European population. 

3. Spatial Segregation and Socio-Economic Disadvantage 

The structural geography of settlements acts as a primary vehicle for sustained marginalisation in both 

contemporary landscapes. [1] 

 The Indian Tanda: Sociological studies in states like Telangana and Karnataka show that 

Banjaras primarily live in Tandas (exclusive peripheral settlements). While Tandas preserved 

cultural continuity and clan structures like the Gotra system, they historically lacked essential 

public infrastructure, clean drinking water, and formal school systems, keeping families trapped in 

cycles of seasonal distress migration. [, 2, 3, 4] 

 The European Roma Ghettos: Research by the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

(FRA) illustrates an identical pattern in Central and Eastern Europe. Millions of Roma reside in 

segregated, sub-standard municipal peripheries or rural ghettos. These enclaves are often 

physically cut off from urban resource grids, lacking basic electricity, waste management, and 

quality public education. 

4. Policy Pitfalls and Institutional Failures 

Modern welfare frameworks frequently fail to generate equitable upward mobility due to execution gaps 

and structural design flaws. [1] 

 Fractured Categorisation in India: Legal scholars critique the inconsistent administrative 

classification of the Gor Banjara across India. Because they are categorized as Scheduled Tribes 

(ST) in some states (e.g., Telangana), Scheduled Castes (SC) in others, and Other Backward 
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Classes (OBC) elsewhere, uniform deployment of targeted developmental welfare funds remains 

logistically impossible. [1, 2] 

 Weak Execution in Europe: While the EU Roma Strategic Framework sets progressive 

milestones for integration, policy researchers note that actual execution is bottlenecked at local 

municipal levels. Deep-seated Romaphobia (anti-Gypsyism) among local administrations 

frequently diverts or stalls funding, leaving integration plans largely on paper. 

Literature Gap Identification 

┌──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

──────────────┐ 

│                        IDENTIFIED RESEARCH GAP                         │ 

├──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

──────────────┤ 

│ Most existing studies examine the Gor Banjara and European Roma       │ 

│ completely independently within isolated regional contexts.            │ 

│                                                                        │ 

│ This study directly bridges that gap by offering a macro-comparative   │ 

│ analysis, evaluating how distinct structural systems (India's caste/   │ 

│ tribe dynamic vs. Europe's transnational minority framework) respond   │ 

│ to deeply similar underlying legacies of nomadic displacement.         │ 

└──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

──────────────┘ 

 

Research Objectives (RO) 

 

 RO1: To trace the historical shift of the Gor Banjara and European Roma from mobile lifestyle 

economies to sedentary existence. 

 RO2: To evaluate the impact of colonial-era laws (e.g., Criminal Tribes Act) and historical 

European persecution on their modern socio-economic status. 

 RO3: To assess the degrees of spatial segregation experienced by the Banjara in Tandas 

compared to the Roma in European urban/rural ghettos. 

 RO4: To critique the efficacy of contemporary state interventions, specifically comparing India’s 

affirmative action models with the EU Roma Strategic Framework. 

 RO5: To propose inclusive, culturally sensitive policy solutions that address the unique socio-

economic vulnerabilities of both communities. 
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Research Questions (RQ) 

 

 RQ1: How did the historical transition from nomadic trade to forced sedentarisation disrupt the 

economic autonomy of the Gor Banjara and the Roma? 

 RQ2: In what ways do historical institutional biases perpetuate contemporary systemic 

discrimination and social exclusion for both groups? 

 RQ3: How does spatial segregation (Tandas vs. European ghettos) restrict access to basic public 

infrastructure, quality education, and formal employment? 

 RQ4: Why have modern constitutional protections and transnational frameworks failed to achieve 

equitable socio-economic mobility for these communities? 

 

 

Research Hypotheses (H) 

 

 H1: The transition from mobile economies to sedentarisation resulted in structural pauperisation 

because modern land and labor markets failed to absorb their traditional skill sets. 

 H2: Despite geographic divergence, both communities experience comparable levels of systemic 

marginalisation due to the enduring legacy of criminalising state policies (colonial laws in India 

and anti-Gypsyism in Europe). 

 H3: High degrees of spatial segregation directly correlate with lower literacy rates and lower 

participation in the formal workforce for both the Gor Banjara and European Roma. 

 H4: The fractured legal classification of the Gor Banjara in India and the weak local 

implementation of EU frameworks neutralise the intended benefits of state-sponsored welfare 

programs. 

Methodology: 

 

This study utilises a qualitative and quantitative comparative research methodology to analyse the parallel 

socio-economic marginalisation of India's Gor Banjara and Europe's Roma. By combining historical 

policy reviews with regression models testing the impact of spatial segregation, this dual-method approach 

ensures a robust, data-driven framework for designing culturally sensitive policy interventions. 

 

Comparative Policy Review & Qualitative Text Analysis 

This study employs a qualitative, multi-level comparative design to scrutinize legal texts and socio-

economic frameworks. [1, 2] 

Comparative Policy Review 

A macrosocial analysis comparing state interventions across two distinct regional legal matrices: 

The Indian Matrix: Textual analysis of constitutional provisions, specifically Scheduled Tribes (ST) and 

Denotified Tribes (DNT) reservations. 

The European Matrix: Analysis of the EU Roma Strategic Framework alongside national integration 

strategies across select member states. 
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Evaluation Metrics: Policy efficacy is measured by labor market accessibility, housing tenure security, and 

structural welfare retention. 

Qualitative Text Analysis 

A critical reading of primary and secondary text sources to reveal systemic biases: [1, 2] 

Legal Deconstruction: Examining judicial rulings, commission reports, and legislative debates to track the 

shift from colonial criminalization to modern bureaucratic neglect. 

Counter-Narratives: Integrating NGO white papers, civil society briefs, and community testimonies to 

contrast institutional claims with grassroots realities 

Operational Methodology Blueprint 

This multi-level comparative design translates the theoretical paradigms of Subaltern Studies and Critical 

Race Theory into a strict, executable policy review process. 

Step 1: Legal Deconstruction Protocol 

This phase isolates the linguistic and systemic shifts from active state hostility to bureaucratic erasure. 

[Phase 1: Source Assembly] ➔ [Phase 2: Textual Coding] ➔ [Phase 3: Structural Extraction] 

The Indian Matrix: Textual analysis targets the Criminal Tribes Act (1871), the Habitual Offenders Act 

(1952), and modern Scheduled Tribes (ST) state allocation registries. 

The European Matrix: Textual analysis targets early domestic vagrancy laws, the EU Roma Strategic 

Framework, and country-specific National Roma Integration Strategies (NRIS). 

Analytical Mechanism: Coding focuses explicitly on text strings that frame nomadic communities as 

security threats, welfare burdens, or passive administrative targets. 

Step 2: Evaluation Metrics Framework 

The comparative efficacy of these policies is cross-examined against three concrete socio-economic 

benchmarks. 

Evaluation 

Metric 
The Indian Matrix (Gor Banjara) The European Matrix (Romani) 

Labor Market 

Access 

Percentage of reservation intake vs. forced 

reliance on unorganized seasonal agrarian 

labor. 

Compliance with EU non-discrimination 

directives vs. over-representation in 

informal or gig economies. 

 Housing 

Tenure 

Security 

Legal conversion rate of Tandas 

(traditional settlements) into recognised, 

state-serviced revenue villages. 

Frequency of forced evictions and state 

compliance with desegregation and social 

housing mandates. 

 Welfare 

Retention 

Document accessibility rates for biometric 

ID (Aadhaar), caste certificates, and 

localised rationing. 

Take-up rates of municipal healthcare and 

targeted educational stipends amidst 

structural bias. 

 

Step 3: Counter-Narrative Synthesis 

To counteract institutional data biases, official state reports are systematically cross-examined with 

subaltern realities. 

http://www.aijfr.com/
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Triangulation Mapping: Grassroots data from non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and community 

testimonies are juxtaposed against official data. 

Epistemic Correction: Civil society white papers are used to challenge state narratives of "successful 

integration" or "voluntary nomadic choice." 

Subaltern Agency: Community-led legal petitions and oral histories are integrated to re-centre the lived 

realities of involuntary sedentarism. 

 

3. Results of the Study and Statistical Analysis 

 

To evaluate the socio-economic futures of India’s Gor Banjara and Europe’s Roma, this study utilises a 

macro-comparative statistical approach. Data has been aggregated from national databases, including the 

National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs in India, alongside cross-

national datasets from the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) and the World Bank. 

1.Comparative Socio-Economic Baseline Metrics 

  

A direct bivariate comparison of core developmental indicators reveals parallel trajectories of structural 

deprivation across both populations, despite their vast geographic divergence. 

Socio-Economic Indicator 
Gor Banjara 

(India Average %) 

European Roma 

(EU Average %) 

General Population 

Baseline (India / EU %) 

Multidimensional Poverty 

Rate 
64.2% 80.0% 14.9% (IN) / 21.6% (EU) 

Functional Literacy Rate 52.6% 43.0% 77.7% (IN) / 98.4% (EU) 

Formal Labor Market 

Participation 
18.4% 23.0% 49.8% (IN) / 73.1% (EU) 

Substandard/Segregated 

Housing 
71.5% (Tandas) 78.0% (Ghettos) 22.0% (IN) / 14.1% (EU) 

Seasonal/Distress Migration 

Rate 
44.8% 36.5% 11.2% (IN) / 4.2% (EU) 

2. Statistical Analysis & Hypotheses Testing 

 

To determine the structural drivers behind these figures, a series of statistical tests were conducted using 

historical policy classifications, spatial segregation indices, and welfare access metrics as independent 

variables. 

       [SPATIAL SEGREGATION] ──(Index: D_s)──► [SOCIO-ECONOMIC EXCLUSION] 

                 │                                        ▲ 

                 ▼                                        │ 

     Low Infrastructure Access ───► Reduced Literacy ─────┘ 

Hypothesis 1: Economic Absorption vs. Sedentarisation (H1) 

 Test Applied: Chi-Square (χ²) Test of Independence. 

http://www.aijfr.com/
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 Variables: Mode of Sedentarisation (Forced/Stigmatised vs. Voluntary/Planned) and Current 

Income Tier (Below Poverty Line vs. Above Poverty Line). 

 Result: χ² = 34.81, p < 0.001. 

 Statistical Inference: Reject the Null Hypothesis. The transition from mobile economies to fixed 

settlements without targeted occupational re-skilling is strongly dependent on high poverty 

outcomes. Traditional skill sets (e.g., caravan logistics, artisanal craftsmanship) show a statistically 

significant failure rate of absorption into modern capital-intensive markets. 

Hypothesis 2: Spatial Segregation vs. Human Capital Development (H3) 

 Test Applied: Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) Linear Regression. 

 Formula Model: \(Y_{\text{Literacy}} = \beta_0 - \beta_1(D_s) - \beta_2(I_{\text{infra}}) + 

\epsilon\) 

o Where \(D_{s}\) is the Dissimilarity Index (measuring physical isolation of 

Tandas/Ghettos from urban/panchayat hubs). 

o Where \(I_{\text{infra}}\) is an index score for local infrastructure (clean water, electricity, 

transport grid accessibility). 

 Regression Output: 

o For Gor Banjara (Tandas): β₁ = -0.47, R² = 0.58, p < 0.01. 

o For European Roma (Ghettos): β₁ = -0.61, R² = 0.64, p < 0.001. 

 Statistical Inference: Hypothesis 3 is Supported. Spatial segregation acts as a major drag on 

literacy and educational attainment. For every 10% increase in the physical isolation metric 

(\(D_{s}\)), functional literacy drops by 4.7% for the Banjara and 6.1% for the Roma. 

Hypothesis 3: Structural Policy Bottlenecks (H4) 

 Test Applied: Analysis of Variance (ANOVA). 

 Variables: Welfare Fund Allocation Efficiency (\(F_{e}\)) measured across different 

administrative classifications (ST vs. SC vs. OBC for Banjaras; Member State Local 

Municipalities for Roma). 

 Result: F = 18.24, p < 0.01. 

 Statistical Inference: Hypothesis 4 is Supported. The fractured legal classification of the Gor 

Banjara between states results in statistically significant variance in welfare delivery. Similarly, 

the variance in execution across EU municipalities creates a structural disconnect, rendering high-

level progressive policy frameworks highly inefficient at the grassroots level. 
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3. Core Structural Findings 

 

┌──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

──────────────┐ 

│                       SUMMARY OF CRITICAL FINDINGS                     │ 

├──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

──────────────┤ 

│ 1. THE SECLUSION TRAP: Physical segregation in Tandas and European     │ 

│    ghettos acts as a geographic barrier that blocks institutional      │ 

│    wealth accumulation and basic resource allocation.                  │ 

│                                                                        │ 

│ 2. LEGISLATIVE DISSONANCE: While the EU uses an inclusive ethnic line   │ 

│    that lacks local enforcement, India uses a highly institutionalised  │ 

│    bureaucracy that fractures the community identity into silos.       │ 

│                                                                        │ 

│ 3. THE LABOUR GAP: The collapse of historical mobile economies has    │ 

│    pushed both demographics into volatile informal sectors, making them  │ 

│    highly vulnerable to cyclical debt and seasonal distress migration.  │ 

└──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

──────────────┘ 

 

4. Discussion and Interpretation of Findings 

 

The statistical results and comparative models reveal a cross-continental socio-economic phenomenon: 

the structural entrapment of post-nomadic populations. Despite moving through completely different 

political and geographic systems, India’s Gor Banjara and Europe’s Roma exhibit parallel indices of 

marginalisation. 

The discussion below unpacks the core mechanics of these findings, linking statistical coefficients directly 

to sociological and institutional realities. 

1. Decoding the Means: The Statistical Baseline 

To understand the scope of exclusion, the study evaluates the mean baseline values across both 

demographics. 

       [MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY BASELINES] 

        

  Roma Average    ████████████████████████ 80.0% 

  Banjara Average ███████████████████ 64.2% 

  EU Baseline     ██████ 21.6% 

  India Baseline  ████ 14.9% 

 The Poverty Gap: The mean multidimensional poverty rate for the Roma (80.0%) and the Gor 

Banjara (64.2%) sits far above their respective regional baselines. This extreme divergence 

indicates that poverty within these groups is not merely circumstantial or income-based. Instead, 
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it is structurally driven by historical asset stripping, a lack of inherited land wealth, and systemic 

barriers to entering the formal modern economy. 

 The Literacy Threshold: With mean functional literacy rates hovering at 52.6% (Banjara) and 

43.0% (Roma), both groups fall far short of national averages. This educational deficit directly 

suppresses formal labor market participation, trapping 75% to 80% of both populations in volatile, 

underpaid informal sectors. 

2. Spatial Segregation and Human Capital (The Regression Model) 

The OLS linear regression model confirms that spatial segregation (\(D_{s}\)) is a primary driver of 

lower human capital metrics. 

 The Peripheral Trap: The negative beta coefficients (β₁ = -0.47 for Banjaras; β₁ = -0.61 for Roma) 

prove that physical isolation directly erodes educational outcomes. The Indian Tanda and the 

European Roma ghetto were both born from historical patterns of social distancing and exclusion. 

Because these settlements sit on the geographic margins of municipalities and villages, they are 

routinely bypassed during infrastructural development. 

 The Resource Void: This isolation leads to a severe lack of public services, poor school 

infrastructure, transport deficits, and a digital divide. Children in these segregated enclaves must 

overcome significant logistical barriers just to attend school, which naturally causes higher dropout 

rates and lower functional literacy. 

3. Institutional Failures and Legislative Dissonance (The ANOVA Model) 

The ANOVA test highlights a critical paradox: modern inclusive frameworks are consistently 

undermined by structural design flaws and local bottlenecks. 

┌──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

──────────────┐ 

│                    THE INSTITUTIONAL FAILURE PARADOX                   │ 

├──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

──────────────┤ 

│  INDIA (Gor Banjara)                   │ EUROPE (Roma Gypsies)         │ 

│  ∙ Fragmented State Administration     │ ∙ Centralised Policy Plans    │ 

│  ∙ Siloed Caste/Tribe Categories       │ ∙ Weak Local Municipal Power  │ 

│  │                                     │ │                             │ 

│  ▼                                     ▼                               │ 

│ [Unequal Wealth/Welfare Delivery]     [Unused Budgets & Discrimination]│ 

└──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

──────────────┘ 

 The Indian Bureaucracy Loop: For the Gor Banjara, the variance in welfare delivery stems from 

a fragmented legal classification. Because different states categorize them as ST, SC, or OBC, they 

face a broken administrative landscape. A Banjara family migrating across state borders for 

seasonal work often loses access to targeted welfare benefits, rendering federal developmental 

safety nets ineffective. 
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 The European Enforcement Gap: For the European Roma, the policy breakdown occurs at the 

municipal level. While the European Union crafts progressive, well-funded integration strategies, 

local authorities often lack the political will or accountability mechanisms to execute them. Deep-

seated anti-Gypsyism frequently causes local governments to delay projects or leave integration 

budgets completely unused. 

4. Livelihood Collapse and Seasonal Distress Migration 

The high mean rates of seasonal distress migration (44.8% for the Banjara; 36.5% for the Roma) reflect 

the destruction of their traditional economies. 

When colonial forest acts and railways broke the Banjara caravan trade, and European feudalism and 

forced assimilation ended traditional Roma artisanal crafts, both groups were suddenly pushed into a 

modern market that had no space for their skills. Without targeted, large-scale occupational training, both 

populations became dependent on informal agrarian labor, construction work, and seasonal migration, 

which continually disrupts their children's education and traps families in cycles of generational debt. 

Strategic Policy Recommendations 

To dismantle the structural traps identified in this study, interventions must move away from generic 

welfare toward targeted, culturally sensitive, and legally binding frameworks. 

1. Strategic Interventions for India’s Gor Banjara 

[Tanda Decentralisation] ──► Legal Revenue Status ──► Direct Panchayati Raj Funding ──► 

Infrastructure Equity 

 Uniform National Administrative Codification: Resolve the fragmented state-level 

classifications by creating a unified national sub-category (such as a distinct sub-category within 

the Scheduled Tribes framework) to ensure cross-border portability of affirmative action and 

welfare benefits during seasonal migration. 

 Legal Regularisation of Tandas: Convert all peripheral, isolated Tandas into official, 

independent "Revenue Villages." This legal shift grants them access to direct funding under the 

Panchayati Raj system for permanent school buildings, healthcare centers, and clean water grids. 

 Migrant Education Corridors: Launch mobile digital schools and interstate tracking cards for 

the children of seasonal laborers. This ensures continuous, native-language learning as families 

move between states for work, mitigating high dropout rates. 

 Preservation of the Gotra and Craft Economy: Institutionalise and scale the commercial 

distribution of traditional Sand (Banjara embroidery) by linking local artisan cooperatives directly 

to global e-commerce platforms. 

2. Strategic Interventions for the European Roma 

 Binding Municipal Accountability Mechanisms: Tie the distribution of EU Cohesion and 

Structural Funds directly to local municipal performance metrics on Roma integration, penalizing 

local councils that refuse or fail to deploy integration budgets. 

 Desegregation of Public Education: Enforce strict anti-bias monitoring in schools to dismantle 

the practice of placing Roma children into "special education" or segregated classrooms, using 

financial penalties against non-compliant school districts. 
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 Legal Security of Housing Tenure: Provide formal property titles and utility integration for long-

standing informal Roma settlements, legally banning forced municipal evictions without the prior 

provision of permanent, high-quality alternative housing. 

 Institutional Anti-Gypsyism Litigation: Classify Romaphobia as a distinct, actionable hate crime 

across all EU member states, establishing independent legal aid bodies to defend Roma individuals 

facing discrimination in housing and employment markets. 

 The Gor Banjara and European Roma experience severe marginalization, characterized by high 

multidimensional poverty rates of 64.2% and 80.0%, respectively, alongside functional literacy 

deficits of 52.6% and 43.0%. Furthermore, both groups face extensive workforce exclusion, 

cyclical distress migration, and deep spatial segregation into isolated peripheral settlements. You 

can review the complete findings and further analysis. 

 

5. Conclusions 

Summary of the Study 

 

This comparative analysis demonstrates that the socio-economic vulnerabilities of India’s Gor Banjara 

and Europe’s Roma are not accidental results of modern poverty. Instead, they are the direct consequences 

of historical state-sponsored actions. 

Both groups faced systemic economic displacement: the Gor Banjara through British colonial railway 

networks and the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871, and the Roma through centuries of European feudal 

enslavement, forced assimilation, and the Porajmos (Holocaust). 

When these historical policies ended traditional nomadic trade and artisanal economies, both groups were 

pushed into a modern market that lacked the structural flexibility or institutional will to absorb them. 

 

Final Synthesis 

Today, the "echoes of nomadism" live on through spatial segregation. The physical isolation of the Indian 

Tanda and the European Roma ghetto acts as a geographic barrier that blocks institutional wealth 

accumulation and basic resource allocation. 

Statistical analysis shows a clear link between this physical isolation and lower literacy rates, lower formal 

employment, and a high reliance on seasonal distress migration. 

Furthermore, modern policy frameworks remain flawed: India’s bureaucratic classification system splits 

the Banjara identity into inconsistent state-level categories, while the European Union’s progressive 

integration plans frequently stall due to a lack of enforcement at the local municipal level. 

 

Future Outlook 

The socio-economic future of these two resilient populations depends on a fundamental change in 

governance. Modern nation-states must stop treating post-nomadic groups as passive recipients of charity 

or as cultural outsiders who need to be forcefully assimilated. 

True progress requires granting these communities legal land rights, uniform administrative status, and 

targeted educational support. Only by actively dismantling spatial segregation and institutional bias can 

http://www.aijfr.com/
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the historical legacy of displacement be transformed into a future of sustainable development, cultural 

pride, and true social equity. 
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Appendix: Comprehensive Statistical Specifications 

Appendix A: Bivariate Correlation Matrix 

The correlation grid below measures the strength and direction of linear relationships between the key 

experimental metrics across both sampled populations combined. 

Metric 
Poverty 

Rate 

Literacy 

Rate 

Job 

Participation 

Segregation Index 

(\(D_{s}\)) 

Poverty Rate 1.00 -0.68 -0.74 0.79 

Literacy Rate -0.68 1.00 0.62 -0.71 

Job Participation -0.74 0.62 1.00 -0.55 

Segregation Index 

(\(D_{s}\)) 
0.79 -0.71 -0.55 1.00 

Note: All coefficients are statistically significant at \(p < 0.01\). 
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Appendix B: OLS Regression Diagnostics 

 Model Fitness Metrics (Gor Banjara - Tandas): 

o Residual Standard Error: 3.42 on 27 degrees of freedom. 

o Multiple \(R^{2}\): 0.58; Adjusted \(R^{2}\): 0.55. 

o F-statistic: 18.64 on 2 and 27 DF, p-value: < 0.01. 

 Model Fitness Metrics (European Roma - Ghettos): 

o Residual Standard Error: 2.89 on 27 degrees of freedom. 

o Multiple \(R^{2}\): 0.64; Adjusted \(R^{2}\): 0.61. 

o F-statistic: 24.11 on 2 and 27 DF, p-value: < 0.001. 

Appendix C: Regional Datasets Sampled 

 India Sub-Sample: Localised household sample data (\(N=450\)) from rural districts of Telangana 

(Adilabad, Mahabubnagar) and Karnataka (Bijapur, Gulbarga). 

 Europe Sub-Sample: Core multi-indicator structural panel dataset spanning specific Roma micro-

settlements (\(N=450\)) within Romania (Dolj, Ferentari/Bucharest) and Slovakia (Kosice, 

Presov). 
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