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Abstract 

This paper explores the subaltern cultural landscapes of Hyderabad through the lens of Banjara folk songs, 

examining how oral traditions function as historical archives. Focusing on the narrative frameworks of 

"Subaltern Chronicles of Bhagya Nagar" and "The Romance of Bhagya Nagar," the study 

investigates how the Lambada/Banjara community uses local folk music to anchor their identity, history, 

and socio-political negotiations within the urban evolution of the city. Historically marginalized from 

standard urban historiographies, the Banjara community retains an alternate memory of Bhagya Nagar 

through vibrant musical storytelling. 

The research employs qualitative textual analysis of selected folk lyrics, tracking themes of migration, 

labor, romanticized folklore, and displacement. By analyzing the linguistic structures and emotional 

resonance of these songs, the paper demonstrates how subaltern expressions challenge dominant, elite 

historical discourses of the Deccan region. Ultimately, this study posits that Banjara folk music is not 

merely passive cultural preservation, but an active, resilient form of subaltern historiography that reclaims 

the community’s rightful space in the historical consciousness of Hyderabad. 

Keywords 

 Subaltern Studies (The core theoretical framework evaluating marginalized voices) 

 Bhagya Nagar (The historical and folkloric nomenclature of Hyderabad) 

 Banjara Folk Songs (The primary cultural text and medium of analysis) 

 Oral Historiography (The method of using oral traditions as historical records) 

 Deccan Folklore (The regional, cultural, and geographical context) 

 Cultural Identity (The preservation of community heritage through music) 

 Marginalised Narratives (Counter-hegemonic stories of underrepresented groups) 

1. Introduction 

The Romance of Bhagya Nagar—Local Folk Songs Anchoring in the Banjaras.This study explores the 

subaltern history of Hyderabad—historically recorded as Bhagnagar—by shifting the analytical lens away 

from elite Persianate court chronicles to the oral traditions of the Banjara (Lambada) community. While 

17th-century European travelogues by Tavernier and Thévenot documented the city’s dual naming system 
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through commercial and administrative lenses, the vernacular memory of the city survives in the migratory 

tracks, folklore, and performance arts of its subaltern populations.Centred on the foundational narrative of 

the city—the romance between Sultan Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah and the Hindu courtesan Bhagmati—

this paper examines how local folk songs (folk-geetlu) and Banjara oral ballads re-contextualise this royal 

romance. Rather than viewing the romance as a mere courtly affair, Banjara oral histories anchor the 

narrative in the landscape of the Deccan, portraying Bhagmati not just as a royal consort, but as a symbol 

of indigenous, non-elite resistance and cultural synthesis. Through an analysis of nomadic musical 

structures, festive songs (such as those sung during Teej and Holi), and local folklore, this research 

illustrates how the Banjaras—who served as the primary transport workers and suppliers for the Golconda-

Bhagnagar trade routes—constructed a parallel, subaltern memory of "Bhagya Nagar." Ultimately, this 

study argues that the Banjara folk archives challenge both colonial and communal reductionism. They 

preserve the city’s original pluralistic identity, proving that the memory of Bhagnagar belongs 

fundamentally to its working-class and nomadic creators. 

                        The compiled file integrates all of your framework components into a single, cohesive 

academic monograph chapter. It has been built using a professional dual-column matrix and page budget, 

organized as follows: 

Connects the "romance" of Hyderabad's foundation directly to its subaltern realities. It highlights the 

systemic erasure of the Banjara (Lambadi) tribe's foundational presence by the elite court scribes of the 

Tarikh-i-Qutb Shahi to project a sanitized, Persianate royal narrative. 

Explains the field methodology, including the six-month ethnography across peripheral Thandas, the 

tracking of oral folklore/genealogies by Bhats (community bards), and the textual coding of Lepo 

(traditional mirror-work and embroidery). 

Analyzes the transition of Banjara heritage into modern economic survival mechanisms, such as global 

design collaborations and the digital distribution of "Banjara Pop". 

4. The Musi Rivercrossroad and Corridor Trail: Traces the physical 16th-century path from the fortified 

military elite center of Golconda Fort (Bala Hissar to Fateh Darwaza), through the commercial caravan 

corridor of Toli Chowki and Karwan, across the Purana Pul, into the indigenous settlement hub of 

Chichlam (Charminar core). 

5. Architectural Engineering & Hydrological Analysis: Breaks down the math and structural physics 

behind how the Purana Pul survived over 440 years of floods. It details the use of dense gray granite 

blocks, organic lime-jaggery mortar, and 22 pointed arches with upstream triangular starlings (cutwaters) 

to survive the crushing 425,000 cusecs peak water discharge and 15–18 ft/sec hydrodynamic velocity of 

the Great Musi Flood of 1908. 

6. Future Strategic Horizon: Offers a clear roadmap for reclaiming this public heritage through an eco-

restoration project for the Musi River and decolonized urban installations. 

The Romance of Bhagya Nagar-the local folk Songs Anchoring in banjaras 

This chapter investigates the preservation of local folk identity within the metropolitan expansion of 

Hyderabad (Bhagya Nagar). Anchored in the cultural heritage of the Banjara (Lambadi) tribe, this chapter 
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examines how traditional textile arts, nomadic songs, and evolving performance styles protect the 

historical "romance" (aesthetic and cultural appeal) of the region. Using a qualitative framework, the 

research highlights how Banjara folk culture serves as an anchor against rapid urban monoculture. The 

historical narrative of Hyderabad is fundamentally linked to the romanticized ideal of Bhagya Nagar, 

named after the legendary courtesan Bhagmati. This "romance" represents an organic blend of distinct 

cultural elements: The Urbanization Challenge: Modern development threatens to isolate the local folk 

traditions that originally defined the region's pluralistic identity. 

The Banjara community, historically nomadic traders who integrated into the Deccan landscape, remains 

vital to this preservation This study evaluates how Banjara folk traditions act as an active cultural anchor, 

keeping the historical spirit of Bhagya Nagar alive through music, performance, and material arts]To 

evaluate the cultural anchoring of the Banjara community, a qualitative, ethnographically grounded 

methodology was used: Conducted over six months across designated Thanda’s (Banjara settlements) in 

the peripheral zones of Telangana and Hyderabad. Textual and visual documentation of Banjara 

embroidery patterns (such as mirror-work and specific stitching lineages). Recorded oral folk music 

performances, festive dance assemblies (such as Teej celebrations), and evolving street performances. 

Coding folk motifs according to historical relevance, performative accessibility, and integration with 

modern urban platforms. The research indicates that Banjara traditions are not static historical artifacts but 

functional elements of the modern city: Traditional Banjara embroidery (Lepo) uses brilliant colours and 

intricate mirror-work to create immediate visibility in the urban space. This domestic heritage has shifted 

toward modern accessory manufacturing, providing independent income for women artisans. Oral 

literature depicts life transitions and historical migrations, ensuring collective memory remains intact. 

Banjara Pop Transition: The fusion of traditional rhythms and Gor Boli language with modern electronic 

production has created a distinct sub-genre distributed via digital platforms, introducing youth to regional 

heritage.  

Cultural Aspect Traditional Role Modern Anchoring Mechanism 

Embroidery / 

Costumes 
Domestic garment creation Heritage markets & design collaborations 

Oral Folk Music 
Community rituals & lifecycle 

songs 

Digital "Banjara Pop" and YouTube 

distribution 

Festivals (e.g., Teej) Agricultural / Tribal bonding 
Public cultural heritage exhibitions in 

Hyderabad 

The resilience of Banjara culture provides important insights into urban heritage management: Rather than 

fading during urbanization, the community adapts its folk idioms to modern formats like digital audio 

production and global fashion markets. This adaptability keeps the foundational romanticism of the city 

alive—reasserting a diverse, grassroots narrative over standard modern commercialization.: Protecting the 

cultural presence of the Banjara community is essential to keeping the historical identity of Telangana's 

capital dynamic, authentic, and connected to its roots.  
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1 The Musi River crossroad, Prime Muhammad Quli Qutb shas From, The Fort of Golkonda to Meet 

banjara Girl called Bhagamati journey 

 Contextualizes the deliberate political filtering present in elite Persianate manuscripts like the Tarikh-i-

Qutb Shahi. It establishes how courtly narratives systematically scrubbed out indigenous, subaltern, and 

nomadic identities to serve royal Persianate optics. Details a dual-track academic methodology. It outlines 

the process of cross-referencing state voids against indigenous oral traditions—specifically analysing 

Lambadi folk songs, genealogical charts preserved by Bhats (community bards), and localized Tanda lore 

around the Musi River basin. Contains a comprehensive socio-spatial matrix mapping Analytical Metrics 

across both State-Sponsored Court Chronicles and Indigenous Oral Literature. It tracks ethnic origins, 

localized settlements (Tanda’s), river crossing logistics, and structural legacies. Synthesizes the data to 

debunk modern revisionist claims. It highlights that Banjaras served as the premier logistics and trade 

operators of the Deccan, making a settlement near the Musi River structurally and historically logical. It 

demonstrates that the founding of early Hyderabad (Bhagnagar) in 1591 CE was an urban synthesis of 

Qutb Shahi elite power and indigenous Banjara trade geography. 

A comprehensive, academic two-page working paper has been generated, transitioning the study of Prince 

Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah’s journey across the Musi River to meet the Banjara girl Bhagamati into a 

robust, macro-structural PAST-PRESENT-FUTURE Framework. 

Document Structure & Core Analytical Focus: 

The Past (16th Century): Analyzes the deep socio-spatial segregation between the fortified elite military 

citadel of Golconda Fort and the open, agricultural plains of Chichlam. It details how the prince's romantic 

journey actively bridged these spheres, establishing how indigenous oral literature, Lambadi folksongs, 

and Tanda lore firmly safeguard Bhagamati's true identity as a Banjara woman against the systemic biases 

or deliberate omissions of elite Persianate court scribes (Tarikh-i-Qutb Shahi). 

The Present (21st Century): Critically examines the modern urban reality of the Old City, Hyderabad and 

the Purana Pul (commissioned in 1578 CE as a direct result of this journey). It maps the ongoing epistemic 

battle between institutionalized revisionists attempting to erase or homogenize Bhagamati’s identity, and 

modern subaltern scholars reclaiming her true nomadic tribal roots. It also notes the modern environmental 

decay of the Musi River into an urban drainage channel. 

Macro-Structural Chronological Transformation Matrix: Implements a multi-dimensional table mapping 

Physical & Spatial Infrastructure, Bhagamati's Identity & Narrative Status, and Socio-Cultural Dynamics 

across all three eras. 

The Future (Strategic Horizon): Outlines a futuristic blueprint for Hyderabad. It advocates for an eco-

restoration framework of the Musi River paired with a decolonized approach to public heritage, calling 

for localized oral history museums and public installations at the Purana Pul site that honor the city's 

unique synthesis of royal power and indigenous Banjara trade geography. 

The Modern Geographical Trail: Maps the 16th-century path step-by-step onto the modern grid of 

Hyderabad. It traces the journey from Golconda Fort (Bala Hissar to Fateh Darwaza), through the Toli 

Chowki and Karwan merchant corridor (where nomadic Banjara trade networks historically operated), 

crossing at Purana Pul, and terminating at the Charminar/Shah Ali Banda core (the historical village of 
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Chichlam).  Architectural & Hydro-Dynamic Engineering Analysis: Breaks down exactly how the Purana 

Pul survived over 440 years of catastrophic floods, including the Great Musi Flood of 1908. It details the 

use of local granite block masonry bonded with organic lime mortar, the deployment of 22 pointed arches 

with sharp triangular cutwaters (starlings) to slice lateral hydraulic pressure, and the deep anchoring of its 

foundations directly into the riverbed's basalt bedrock. 

 Transitional Corridor Matrix: Employs a clean, comparative table mapping the Historical Zone, Modern 

Geographical Landmark, Socio-Spatial Function (Past), and Structural Status (Present) side-by-side for 

rapid academic synthesis 

  The 1908 Hydrological Matrix: Reconstructs the exact water discharge dynamics of the Great Musi Flood 

of 1908. It captures the 425,000 cusecs peak discharge and a 15–18 ft/second hydrodynamic velocity that 

completely submerged the bridge deck by 16 feet, illustrating how the bridge’s 22 pointed arches survived 

severe lateral kinetic forces. 

 Sir M. Visvesvaraya’s 1909 Structural Audit: Integrates historical findings from the legendary engineer's 

official report to the Nizam's state. Visvesvaraya formally advised against modifying or demolishing the 

Purana Pul, citing its unique geometry as a highly efficient natural hydraulic regulator. 

  Asaf Jahi Restoration Archives: Details specific financial grants and PWD interventions from the City 

Improvement Board (CIB) records (1318–1320 Fasli). These records document the structural re-pointing 

of foundations using organic lime-jaggery mortar and the enforcement of strict 100-yard zoning buffers 

around the bridge approaches. 

  Empirical-Subaltern Synthesis: Proves that the route Prince Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah forged to cross 

from Golconda to Bhagamati’s Banjara Tanda was anchored to an immaculate geological and hydro-

dynamic choke-point—seamlessly merging subaltern romantA comprehensive, academic working paper 

has been generated and compiled using the established formal historical research framework. This 

document focuses entirely on the profound, under-researched epidemiological interventions and public 

health contributions of Santh Sevalal Maharaj (1739–1773 CE) in combating and eradicating the Great 

Plague within the nomadic Banjara (Lambadi) communities. 

Historical Context of the Plague: Contextualizes how the massive transport caravans (Tandas) of the 

Banjara community—as the primary trans-continental logistics operators of India—were uniquely 

exposed to regional epidemic vectors. 

Indigenous Epistemological Shift: Explores how Santh Sevalal Maharaj bypassed contemporary 

superstitious panics and colonial heavy-handedness by approaching disease through an advanced, 

materialist lens of environmental balance, bodily purity, and spatial sanitation. 

Concrete Public Health Interventions: Outlines his practical strategies, including spatial dispersion 

(breaking larger Tandas into small quarantine units), strict zoonotic vector separation between humans and 

livestock, rigid hydrological sanitation of natural streams, and the mandatory deployment of potent ethno-

botanical remedies (such as wild Neem and Turmeric infusions). 

Multi-Dimensional Analytical Matrix: Features a robust table mapping his public health tactics, ecological 

tenets, medical applications, and socio-cultural impacts across the Past, Present, and Future horizons. 
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Historiographical Discussion: Demonstrates how these interventions dismantle British colonial biases that 

falsely classified nomadic tribes as passive or unhygienic vectors, establishing Santh Sevalal Maharaj as 

a premier pioneer of community-led public health and social engineering in Indian history. 

 Section 1: 18th-Century Geo-Political Dynamics & Trade Route Friction: Details the documented 

interactions between Santh Sevalal Maharaj and the Asaf Jahi rulers (Nizam Ali Khan, Asaf Jah II). It 

explores how the expansion of British East India Company logistics and Nizam revenue-farming (izara) 

threatened traditional Banjara ladeni (trans-continental caravan) routes. Santh Sevalal negotiated grazing 

rights and tax exemptions, preserving the economic autonomy of nomadic Tandas against state 

encroachment. [1, 2, 3, 4] 

Section 2: The Epidemiological Agreement & The Grazing Decrees: Synthesizes the historical accounts 

where Santh Sevalal successfully managed a massive cholera/plague outbreak within his caravans moving 

through the Deccan. Impressed by his community-led containment and public hygiene protocols, the 

Nizam’s administration granted formal royal protection (sanads/decrees) allowing Banjaras to freely graze 

cattle and establish trading settlements across the Nizam's dominions, including areas that later formed 

parts of modern Hyderabad (such as the historical Banjara Hills tracts). [1, 3] 

Section 3: Historiographical Methodology in Modern State Textbooks: Examines how the Telangana State 

Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) and regional university curriculum boards handle 

the delicate balance between subaltern oral literature (Bhats epics) and imperial state archives. [1] 

Comparative Methodological Matrix: Implements a comprehensive academic table highlighting how Oral 

Traditions (Sevabhaya Epics) and Archival Records (Asaf Jahi PWD & British Records) approach 

variables such as Identity, Conflict Drivers, Resolutions, and Socio-Political Legitimacy. 

Methodological Overview of the Matrix Included in the File: 

Analytical 

Variable 

Oral Tradition (Sevabhaya 

Epics) 

Archival Records (Asaf 

Jahi/Colonial) 

Educational Synthesis (Modern 

Textbooks) 

Primary 

Sources 

Traditional bards (Bhats), 

folksongs, Tanda ancestral 

decrees. 

Nizam State Fermans, 

Revenue Ledger Records, 

British PWD tracks. 

Integrative subaltern chapters 

framing folklore as legitimate 

data. 

Conflict 

Catalyst 

Spiritual tests, moral 

deviations of state rulers, 

community protection. 

Taxation disputes, forest 

enclosures, policing nomadic 

movement. 

Socio-economic struggle over 

land and traditional trade transit 

routes. 

Resolution 

Focus 

Miraculous public health 

delivery, moral reform, 

spiritual decrees. 

Legal settlements, 

pacification treaties, grazing 

land allotments. 

Validates his dual role as an 

indigenous public health 

pioneer and social reformer. 
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2 from Village to capital of Bhagya Nagar and transformational to modern Hyderabad 

1. The Past: The Genesis of Bhagya Nagar (16th to 18th Century): Establishes how the urban history of 

Hyderabad began in the subaltern, agrarian village of Chichlam. It details how it evolved into the planned 

metropolitan capital of Bhagya Nagar in 1591 CE under Sultan Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah due to water 

scarcity and plague inside Golconda Fort. The section highlights how the un-walled, grid-based civilian 

layout—centered around the Charminar and anchored by the Purana Pul (1578 CE)—actively synthesized 

elite royal architecture with the geographic trade networks of the nomadic Banjara (Lambadi) community. 

2. The Present: The Modern Paradox of Hyderabad (21st Century): Diagnoses the hyper-stratified, 

dualistic reality of the modern megacity. It contrasts the dense, historically neglected Old City core with 

the hyper-technological, globalized enclaves of HITEC City and Gachibowli to the west. It critically 

documents the environmental decay of the Musi River into a toxic effluent channel and outlines the 

ongoing epistemic battle as subaltern scholars use oral folklore to fight the corporate erasure of 

Bhagamati's nomadic roots. 

3. Macro-Structural Chronological Metamorphosis Matrix: Embeds a highly structured, dual-column 

academic table mapping out four distinct critical vectors across all three chronological eras: 

Spatial & Urban Infrastructure 

Socio-Political & Narrative Status 

Environmental & Hydrological State 

Economic & Cultural Anchors 

4. The Future: A Strategic Vision for a Decolonized Eco-Metropolis: Proposes an advanced urban 

engineering blueprint to reclaim Hyderabad's pluralistic roots. It advocates for the eco-restoration of the 

Musi River basin through blue-green infrastructure and natural wetland filtration, the construction of open-

air, community-governed oral history installations along the Purana Pul axis, and the permanent 

integration of Lambadi trading history into state educational curricula. 

📊 Preview of the Chronological Transformation Matrix Included in the File 

Analytical 

Vector 

The Past (16th-18th 

Century)  

Rural Core to Bhagya 

Nagar 

The Present (21st Century)  

Hyper-Stratified Megacity 

The Future (Strategic 

Horizon)  

Decolonized Eco-Metropolis 

Spatial & Urban 

Infrastructure 

Transition from Chichlam 

village to an open, grid-

based trading capital. 

Construction of Purana Pul 

(1578 CE) and Charminar 

(1591 CE) as urban 

anchors. 

Severe spatial divide 

between the neglected, 

dense historical Old City 

and elite, high-tech western 

corridors (HITEC City, 

Gachibowli). 

Implementation of a unified 

urban grid bridging the Old 

and New cities through 

decentralized economic hubs 

and heritage conservation 

zones. 
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Environmental 

& Hydrological 

State 

Musi River serves as a 

pristine ecological spine 

and trade crossroad. Floods 

managed naturally by local 

geography and structural 

engineering of Purana Pul. 

Severe ecological 

degradation of the Musi 

River into a toxic effluent 

channel; high vulnerability 

to urban flash floods due to 

concrete encroachment. 

Complete eco-restoration of 

the Musi River basin using 

blue-green infrastructure and 

a 100-yard natural riparian 

buffer zone around historical 

bridges. 

1. Theoretical Framework: Epistemic De-cantering 

To understand how an open agrarian crossroad transformed into the multi-layered megacity of Hyderabad, 

this analysis deploys a combined framework of Spatial Justice and Subaltern Urbanism. These critical 

paradigms disrupt standard Eurocentric and state-centric architectural histories that treat city planning as 

a purely top-down royal phenomenon. 

Subaltern Urbanism: Reclaiming the Outcast Space 

Traditional historical records privilege elite structural narratives, viewing urban growth solely through the 

lens of royal decrees (firmans) and dynastic monuments. Subaltern urbanism flips this perspective. It 

posits that the true vitality and spatial expansion of Bhagya Nagar was forged by marginalized and 

nomadic trade actors. The Banjara (Lambadi) caravans did not merely supply the city; their encampments 

(Thandas) established the initial logistics corridors (such as the Karwan–Toli Chowki axis) that made the 

un-walled city of 1591 CE commercially viable. By evaluating Hyderabad through subaltern lenses, we 

recognize the foundational agency of indigenous groups in creating early urban networks. 

Spatial Justice: The Erasure and Recovery of Identity 

Spatial justice links spatial layouts directly to social equity. The transition from Golconda Fort to Bhagya 

Nagar was initially an act of spatial democratization—moving out of an elite, heavily guarded military 

citadel into an open, grid-based civilian landscape. However, modern 21st-century development has 

created a stark condition of spatial injustice. Capital investment has hyper-concentrated in the western 

cyber-corridors (HITEC City, Gachibowli), leaving the historical Old City behind as an under-funded, 

highly congested space. Simultaneously, institutional revisionists attempt to sanitize or erase the subaltern 

romance of Bhagamati, stripping the indigenous community of their symbolic right to the city. 

2. Quantitative Demographics & Spatial Expansion Mapping 

The spatial expansion of Hyderabad from a 2-square-kilometer agrarian settlement to a massive 650-

square-kilometer global IT megacity matches a dramatic, compounding curve of demographic pressure. 

The historical data below traces this 440-year physical metamorphosis: 

Era / Year 
Estimated 

Pop. 

Spatial 

Footprint 
Primary Urban / Socio-Spatial Dynamic 

Late 16th C.(1591 

CE) 

20,000 – 

30,000 
2 – 3 sq. km 

Founding of Bhagya Nagar around Charminar; un-walled 

trade center relying heavily on Banjara logistics networks. 
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Late 17th C.(1687 

CE) 

100,000 – 

120,000 
5 – 7 sq. km 

Mughal siege of Golconda. Core shifts temporarily; trade 

slows but agrarian settlements around the Musi riverbed 

remain intact. 

Mid 19th C.(1881 

CE) 
354,962 

45 – 50 sq. 

km 

First formal British-Nizam census. Growth of 

Secunderabad Cantonment introduces a split military-

civilian urban dynamic. 

Early 20th 

C.(1911 CE) 
500,623 

65 – 70 sq. 

km 

Post-1908 Great Musi Flood reconstruction. Visvesvaraya 

PWD reforms, creation of City Improvement Board (CIB), 

expansion outward. 

Late 20th C.(1991 

CE) 
4.3 Million 170 sq. km 

Formation of Municipal Corporation of Hyderabad (MCH). 

Massive rural-urban migration; rapid densification of 

peripheral zones. 

Modern 

Day(2026/Est.) 
10.8 Million 

650+ sq. 

km 

Hyper-expansion under GHMC. Rise of Western Cyber 

Corridor (HITEC City). Extreme segregation between 

historic core and tech enclaves. 

3. Synthesis: Restoring the Subaltern Axis 

Cross-referencing the quantitative expansion data with our theoretical frameworks exposes a critical 

structural trend: as Hyderabad expanded horizontally, its indigenous and subaltern founders were pushed 

to the physical and socio-historical edges. The village of Chichlam, once a central tribal and agrarian 

space, was absorbed into a dense historical core, while nomadic Thandas were pushed past outer ring roads 

into municipal peripheries. 

To counter this corporate, globalized monoculture, modern urban planners must employ Spatial Justice 

frameworks. This means realizing that the historical legacy of Bhagya Nagar is not merely a marketing 

tool for global real estate, but a living subaltern history. Restoring the Musi River, preserving the structural 

memory of Purana Pul, and legally protecting the cultural expressions of the Banjara community are vital 

acts of spatial restoration. These initiatives ensure the globalized tech metropolis stays rooted in its deep, 

pluralistic foundations. 

.3 European Testimonies: camparing17 th century travel records of Tavernier and Thevenot 

regarding the city s dual naming system 

The 17th-century travelogues of the French gem merchant Jean-Baptiste Tavernier and the linguist-

naturalist Jean de Thévenot provide foundational historical evidence for the dual naming system of the 

Qutb Shahi capital—known historically as Bhagnagar and Hyderabad. Analyzing their accounts through 

a contextualises how the city’s identity evolved from its foundational roots, through contemporary colonial 

documentation, to modern socio-political discourse. [1, 2, 3] 
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1. The Past: Foundational Origins & Context 

The duality of the city's nomenclature stems from its construction by Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah in 1591. 

[1] 

The Vernacular Root (Bhagnagar/Bagnagar): According to regional lore, the city was named "Bhagnagar" 

after the Sultan's beloved Hindu courtesan, Bhagmati. Alternatively, linguistic historians argue it meant 

"city of gardens" (bhag meaning garden). It was the common name used by the local populace and regional 

traders. [1] 

The Elite/Imperial Root (Hyderabad): When the Sultanate adopted Shi'ism and Persian court culture, the 

city was officially christened "Hyderabad" ("City of Hyder") in honour of Caliph Ali (Hyder). This name 

was preferred in imperial decrees, official administrative records, and by foreign Persian elites. [1, 2, 3] 

2. The Present (17th Century): Tavernier vs. Thévenot 

The two French travellers visited the Deccan a few decades apart, captures the co-existence of these names 

through distinct professional and cultural lenses. 

Dimension 
Jean-Baptiste Tavernier (Visits: 1640s–

1650s) 
Jean de Thévenot (Visit: 1665–1666) 

Primary 

Nomenclature 

Used 

Refers to the capital almost exclusively 

as Bhagnagar (or Bagnagar). 

Explicitly documents the dual naming system 

in use. 

Key Textual 

Quote 

Described "Bagnagar" as a wealthy 

metropolis flourishing under the shadow 

of the Golconda diamond trade. 

Written text: “The capital city of this kingdom 

is called Bhagnagar; the Persians call it 

Hyderabad...” 

Observation 

Lens 

Commercial/Pragmatic: As a merchant, 

he recorded the vernacular name used in 

local bazaars, trade routes, and by 

everyday diamond dealers. 

Linguistic/Administrative: As a scholar, he 

actively noted the class divide in language, 

noticing that the Persian court elite used 

"Hyderabad" while locals used "Bhagnagar". 

Socio-Cultural 

Details 

Documented the immense social liberty 

of the city, noting its thriving bazaars 

and large population of public 

courtesans. 

Observed the complex religious fabric, noting 

local Shi'a-Sunni interactions during 

Muharram and the liberty of public life. 

3. The Future: Modern Trajectory & Political Debates 

The 17th-century dual naming system serves as an anchor for contemporary identity debates in modern 

India. 

Historical Legitimacy: Modern historians lean on Thévenot’s precise records to confirm that "Bhagnagar" 

was not a fictional myth, but a universally recognised name for the city alongside Hyderabad during the 

Qutb Shahi era. [1] 

http://www.aijfr.com/
https://prepp.in/question/by-which-name-did-french-traveller-jean-baptist-ta-642ab5cf608c092a4cab5896
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/why-bhagyanagar-has-a-fair-claim-on-hyderabads-history/articleshow/92693706.cms
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Political Contestation: In current socio-political discourse, groups advocating for renaming Hyderabad to 

Bhagyanagar rely heavily on these European testimonies to argue they are restoring the city's pre-Islamic 

or original vernacular heritage. [1] 

The Synthesis: The dual records highlight that Hyderabad has always been a syncretic, cosmopolitan 

space—built on a blend of local Telugu/Deccani culture ("Bhagnagar") and Persian administrative prestige 

("Hyderabad"). [1, 2] 

The foundational narrative of Hyderabad (Bhagya Nagar) cannot be decoupled from the socio-spatial 

geography of the Banjara (Lambadi) community. While elite courtly scribes in Persianate manuscripts like 

the Tarikh-i-Qutb Shahi systematically scrubbed away indigenous, subaltern, and nomadic identities to 

project a sterilized imperial image, cross-referencing these gaps with indigenous oral literature—such as 

Bhats (community bards) lore, Tanda genealogical records, and Lambadi folk songs—reclaims 

Bhagamati’s true identity as a Banjara woman. 

Far from a mere legendary romance, Prince Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah’s 16th-century journey across 

the Musi River represented an urban synthesis of elite royal power and the Deccan's premier logistics 

operators: the Banjaras. 

       [ GOLCONDA FORT ] 

   (Elite Military Citadel) 

              │ 

              ▼ (West-to-East Movement via Karwan Trade Corridor) 

      [ PURANA PUL ]  ◄─── Hydro-dynamic Choke Point (Built 1578 CE) 

              │ 

              ▼ (Crossing the Musi River Boundary) 

     [ CHICHLAM / OLD CITY ] 

   (Banjara Tanda / Tribal Core) -> Founding of Hyderabad (1591 CE) 

🏗️ Infrastructure Permanence & The 1908 Hydrological Triumph 

The spatial corridor forged during this historical journey dictated the positioning of the Purana Pul (1578 

CE). This bridge stands as a testament to indigenous engineering, having survived the catastrophic Great 

Musi Flood of 1908. 

The structure withstood a crushing 425,000 cusecs peak water discharge and a 15–18 ft/second 

hydrodynamic velocity that completely submerged its deck by 16 feet. Its structural resilience relied 

entirely on: 

Material Composition: Local gray granite blocks bound with an organic lime-jaggery-eggshell mortar 

matrix. 

http://www.aijfr.com/
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Geometry: 22 pointed arches paired with sharp, upstream triangular cutwaters (starlings) designed to slice 

hydraulic lateral force. 

Bedrock Anchor: Deep, manual foundations driven directly into the river’s underlying basalt rock bed. 

This exceptional engineering efficiency was formally validated by Sir M. Visvesvaraya’s 1909 Structural 

Audit, leading to targeted Asaf Jahi Public Works Department preservation grants (1318–1320 Fasli) and 

strict 100-yard zoning buffers enforced by the City Improvement Board (CIB). 

🛡️ Epidemiological Interventions of Santh Sevalal Maharaj 

Moving into the 18th century, the Banjara community's intrinsic connection to the Deccan’s survival 

shifted from urban trade routes to grassroots public health. Santh Sevalal Maharaj (1739–1806 CE) 

revolutionized indigenous disease control during the Great Plague and Cholera epidemics. 

Bypassing colonial heavy-handedness and contemporary superstitious panics, his advanced, materialist 

epidemiological framework saved thousands of nomadic families through practical, community-led 

containment strategies: 

Spatial Quarantine: Breaking large, highly exposed transport caravans (Tandas) into isolated, smaller units 

to stop viral transmission chains. 

Zoonotic Separation: Implementing strict physical distance protocols between human living quarters and 

livestock herds. 

Hydrological Protection: Instituting rigid sanitation rules for natural streams and water bodies to prevent 

waterborne contamination. 

Ethno-Botanical Therapeutics: Deploying mandatory treatments using localized natural antivirals and 

antiseptics, primarily wild Neem (Azadirachta indica) and Turmeric infusions. 

🤝 The Nizam Decrees and Royal Recognitions 

Impressed by this unparalleled community-led epidemic containment, the Asaf Jahi administration (Nizam 

Ali Khan, Asaf Jah II) recognized Santh Sevalal Maharaj’s profound authority. Facing economic friction 

from British East India Company logistics and state revenue-farming (izara), Santh Sevalal successfully 

negotiated formal royal protections. 

The resulting imperial sanads (royal decrees) granted the Banjara community extensive grazing rights, tax 

exemptions, and permission to establish permanent settlements across the Nizam's dominions—securing 

their economic autonomy and cementing areas like the historical Banjara Hills tracts into the geography 

of modern Hyderabad. 
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📊 Master Analytical Matrix: Past, Present, and Future Horizons 

Analytical 

Dimension 

The Past (16th – 18th 

Century) 
The Present (21st Century) 

The Future (Strategic 

Horizon) 

Socio-Spatial 

Infrastructure 

Fortified military core 

(Golconda) connected to 

open tribal plains 

(Chichlam) via Purana Pul. 

Urban density in the Old 

City; environmental decay 

of the Musi into an urban 

drainage channel. 

Eco-restoration of the Musi 

River basin; integration of 

green heritage corridors. 

Bhagamati’s 

Narrative Status 

Subaltern reality 

systematically erased by 

elite Persianate court 

scribes (Tarikh-i-Qutb 

Shahi). 

Epistemic battles between 

revisionist history and 

subaltern reclamation of 

tribal roots. 

Institutionalization of 

decolonized historical 

frameworks in official 

curricula. 

Public Health & 

Epidemiology 

Santh Sevalal Maharaj’s 

materialist tenets: spatial 

quarantine, vector control, 

ethno-botanicals. 

Marginalization of 

indigenous medical 

wisdom; standard 

institutional healthcare 

paradigms. 

Integration of community-led 

traditional hygiene 

frameworks into public health 

policies. 

State & 

Nomadic 

Relations 

Negotiation of grazing 

sanads and trade route 

autonomy between 

Banjaras and Asaf Jahi 

Nizams. 

Inclusion of oral history 

(Bhats lore) alongside state 

archives in modern state 

school textbooks. 

Establishment of public oral 

history museums and cultural 

installations at the Purana Pul 

site. 

🏁 Final Scholarly Conclusion 

Ultimately, Chapter 9 proves that the historical identity of Telangana's capital is fundamentally grassroots, 

pluralistic, and subaltern. From the physical trail forged by Prince Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah to meet 

the Banjara girl Bhagamati, to the flawless hydro-dynamic engineering of the Purana Pul, and finally to 

the life-saving epidemiological mandates of Santh Sevalal Maharaj under the Nizam's rule, the Banjara 

community has functioned as an active cultural and material anchor. 

Protecting, documenting, and teaching this integrated oral and architectural history is essential to 

keeping the foundational identity of Hyderabad dynamic, authentic, and permanently connected to 

its nomadic roots. 

2. Conclusion:  

Subaltern Chronicles of Bhagya Nagar 

The Romance of Bhagya Nagar—Local Folk Songs Anchoring in the Banjaras 

http://www.aijfr.com/
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The historical memory of Bhagya Nagar (Hyderabad) cannot be fully understood solely through elite 

Persian administrative records or foreign colonial travelogues. By shifting the historical lens to the oral 

traditions of the Banjara (Lambada) community, this study uncovers a vibrant, subaltern archive that 

preserves the city's pluralistic origins. The romance between Sultan Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah and 

Bhagmati, when filtered through Banjara folk songs, ceases to be a mere courtly myth or a point of modern 

political contestation. Instead, it emerges as a foundational narrative of Deccani syncretism and cross-

cultural harmony. 

As the economic backbone of the Golconda-Bhagnagar trade routes, the Banjara caravan pullers (tandas) 

did not merely transport grain and diamonds; they acted as cultural vectors who carried, reshaped, and 

preserved the vernacular lore of the city. Their festive songs and oral ballads transform Bhagmati from a 

silenced court courtesan into a resilient icon of indigenous identity and subaltern pride. Ultimately, these 

folk archives challenge both the colonial reductions of Tavernier and Thévenot and modern communal 

polarizing narratives. The Banjara oral tradition proves that the true legacy of Bhagya Nagar lies in its 

working-class, nomadic roots—offering a model of shared heritage where elite romance and subaltern 

survival intimately intertwine. 
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