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Abstract

For over a century, Indian cinema has been deeply captivated by the sensory richness of the Banjara (Gor
Mati) community, frequently deploying their traditional mirror-work attire (Phetiya-Kanchli) and vibrant
folk music as visual spectacles. However, this commercial visibility has often resulted in systemic
misrepresentation. This study utilizes a qualitative, exploratory, and descriptive desk research design to
analyze the chronological evolution of the Banjara image on screen across mainstream Bollywood,
regional South Indian cinema, and contemporary independent digital media.

Grounded in Stuart Hall’s representation theory, Edward Said's concept of "Othering," and subaltern
studies, the textual and contextual analysis reveals a stark dichotomy in film history. Mainstream
commercial productions historically engage in aggressive "visual exoticisation,” which systematically
erases the community’s real-world socio-economic hardships. Furthermore, films consistently recycle
harmful "lawless bandit" or "mystical fortune-teller" archetypes that directly echo colonial-era biases
stemming from the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871.

The research highlights a significant cross-cultural divergence when compared to European art-house
cinema (which treats the related Romani diaspora with gritty social realism). Crucially, the study identifies
a contemporary digital turning point. Post-2015, the democratization of media has allowed grassroots
independent filmmakers to bypass traditional studio gatekeepers. By producing localized digital action-
dramas shot 100% in their native, unwritten language (Gor Boli), the community is successfully
reclaiming its visual and epistemic agency.

The paper concludes with four actionable policy recommendations—including digital archiving mandates,
public broadcasting quotas, intellectual property protections for traditional needlecraft, and the
establishment of an Indigenous Media Advisory Board—to transform cinema from a site of cultural
distortion into a vehicle for genuine self-assertion and heritage preservation.

Keywords: Banjara Cinema, Gor Boli, Representation Theory, Subaltern Studies, Digital Self-
Representation, Cultural Co-optation.

1. Introduction

For over a century, Indian cinema has been deeply captivated by the sensory richness of the Banjara
community. The silver screen frequently erupts with the rhythmic clink of heavy brass ornaments, the
swirl of heavily embroidered, mirror-work Phetiya-Kanchli ghagras, and high-energy folk dances set
against rugged pastoral landscapes. Yet, this cinematic fascination is a double-edged sword. For decades,
the flashing mirrors of the Banjara attire on screen have effectively blinded mainstream audiences to the
genuine social, linguistic, and historical realities of the Gor Mati people. What cinema celebrates as an
aesthetic prop is, in reality, a deeply sacred heritage. This stark contrast between the commercial co-
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optation of their clothing and music and the systemic erasure of their lived struggles forms one of the most
enduring paradoxes in Indian film history.

Context / Background: The Cinematic Evolution

To understand how the Banjara community is framed today, one must trace their representation through
distinct historical epochs in filmmaking:

e« The Early and Post-Colonial Era (1950s-1970s): Heavily influenced by British colonial
narratives—such as the infamous Criminal Tribes Act of 1871—early Indian cinema frequently
weaponised the "nomadic™” trope. Mainstream films relegated Banjara characters to peripheral,
highly romanticised, or villainous roles. They were stereotyped as forest-dwelling bandits, exotic
fortune-tellers, or fiercely loyal but lawless wanderers. Their settlements, the Tandas, were treated
merely as lawless backdrops for mainstream protagonists to hide in.

e« The Rise of Regional & Parallel Cinema (1980s-2000s): As regional film industries in
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh (Tollywood), Maharashtra, and Karnataka grew, filmmakers began
looking closer at rural realities. While Bollywood continued to use "Lambadi” or "Gypsy"
aesthetics for item songs and exotic subplots, regional cinema began addressing real-world issues.
Films occasionally touched upon the tragic realities of land displacement, poverty, systemic
discrimination, and the painful erosion of the Gor Boli language under the pressure of forced
assimilation.

e The Modern Era of Self-Representation (2010s—Present): The democratization of filmmaking
technology and the rise of digital platforms have triggered a cultural renaissance. Today, a new
generation of Banjara filmmakers, musicians, and digital creators are stepping behind the camera.
They are bypassing traditional studio gatekeepers to create independent short films, music videos,
and documentaries shot within actual Tandas, spoken in their native language, and cast with
community members.

The Research Problem

The core problem lies in the structural violence of "misrepresentation by exoticisation.” While the Banjara
aesthetic is heavily consumed by mainstream media to signify raw "rural authenticity” or wild freedom,
this visibility comes at the cost of actual identity. Mainstream filmmaking consistently homogenises the
Banjara people into a generic, monolithic "tribal” category. This erasure strips the community of its unique
socio-economic complexities, internal hierarchies, and historical agency. By reducing a rich community
to a mere cinematic device or musical trope, the media perpetuates harmful stereotypes that alienate
Banjara youth and strip them of their right to a nuanced, dignified public identity.

Literature Gap

While post-colonial film studies have thoroughly critiqued the representation of subaltern groups,
Scheduled Tribes, and marginalized castes in Indian cinema, the Banjara community remains largely
invisible within academic film discourse. Existing literature falls into two isolated silos: anthropological
texts that document Banjara folklore and textiles without examining modern media, or broad film critiques
that analyse generic "rural stereotypes” without recognizing specific Banjara cultural markers. There is a
critical, unaddressed gap concerning the chronological evolution of the Banjara image on screen.
Furthermore, existing research fails to contrast how mainstream Hindi cinema (Bollywood) exploits the
Banjara aesthetic versus how regional and independent filmmakers negotiate or reclaim it.

AIJFR26057641 Volume 7, Issue 5 (September-October 2026) 2


http://www.aijfr.com/

Advanced International Journal for Research (AIJFR)
E-ISSN: 3048-7641 e Website: www.aijffr.com e Email: editor@aijfr.com

Thesis Statement

This study argues that while mainstream Indian filmmaking historically marginalized, stereotyped, and
exoticized Banjara culture to serve dominant commercial and nationalist narratives, a profound
chronological shift—culminating in contemporary regional and independent self-representation—has
enabled the Gor Mati people to reclaim their visual agency, effectively transforming the cinematic screen
from asite of cultural distortion into a powerful vehicle for political self-assertion and cultural preservation

Methodology

1. Research Design

This study utilizes a qualitative, exploratory, and descriptive desk research design to examine the
evolving representation of Banjara culture in cinema. Because cultural representation is deeply tied to
historical context, language, and power structures, a qualitative approach is necessary to look past surface-
level imagery and analyse underlying meanings.

o Exploratory Dimension: The research explores a largely unmapped area of film studies: the
historical timeline of how the Banjara identity has been depicted across different eras and regional
film industries in India.

o Descriptive Dimension: The study systematically maps and documents the shifts in visual tropes,
costume design, character archetypes, and linguistic choices used by filmmakers over time.

o Desk Research Execution: The study relies entirely on archival, text-based, and audio-visual data.
It involves close textual analysis of selected films and a rigorous review of existing literature,
requiring no field-based intervention or clinical trials.

2. Data Sources
To ensure academic validity and depth, data collection is divided into primary and secondary sources.

PRIMARY SOURCE SECONDARY SOQOURCES

]

* Core Cinematic Texts I | * Peer-Reviewed Journals |
Scripts & Audio-Visuals | <«---> | * Anthropological Reports |
¥ Digital Self-Media I | * Think Tank & Policy Pubs]|

A. Primary Data Sources
The primary data consists of the core creative and cinematic texts selected for analysis. This includes:

e Feature Films: A curated sample of Indian films spanning different eras (e.g., classic Bollywood,
regional Telugu/Tollywood, Marathi, and Kannada cinema) that feature Banjara characters,
subplots, or cultural aesthetics.

e« Media Components: Cinematic elements such as scripts, lyrical compositions of songs,
costuming choices, and visual mise-en-scene.

« Digital Self-Representation Media: Modern independent short films, documentaries, and music
videos produced directly by Banjara creators on open digital platforms like YouTube.

B. Secondary Data Sources
Secondary data provides the necessary historical, socio-political, and theoretical context to analyse the
primary texts. This includes:
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e Peer-Reviewed Journals: Academic articles from cinema studies, cultural studies, subaltern
history, and South Asian media journals (e.g., Economic and Political Weekly, Journal of South
Asian Popular Culture).

e Anthropological & Sociological Literature: Monographs and ethnographies documenting
genuine Banjara history, nomadic patterns, customary laws, and the impact of colonial legislation
like the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871.

e Think Tanks & Research Institutes: Research briefs, policy papers, and cultural archives from
institutions like the Anthropological Survey of India (AnSl), tribal research institutes, and cultural
heritage foundations that discuss the marginalization and socio-economic status of Scheduled
Tribes (STs) and De-notified Tribes (DNTS).

3. Analytical Framework

The collected data will be analyzed using a combined conceptual and theoretical framework rooted in
critical media and cultural studies. This framework examines how power dynamics shape what viewers
see on screen.

Theoretical Framework |

| Conceptual Framework
¥ Stuart Hall: Representation | | * Visual Exoticisation

I

I

¥ Spivak/Gramsci: Subalternity| ¥ Cultural Co-optation
¥ Said: Orientalism/Othering | ¥ Epistemic/Visual Agency

| |
| |
| |
I |
e e

A. Theoretical Framework

o Representation Theory (Stuart Hall): Hall’s theory argues that representation is not merely a
reflection of reality, but an active producer of it. This study uses his concepts of encoding/decoding
and stereotyping as a signifying practice to analyse how filmmakers encode specific meanings into
the Banjara image, and how these images maintain power differentials.

e Postcolonial & Subaltern Studies (Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak & Antonio Gramsci):
Spivak’s seminal question, "Can the Subaltern Speak?", provides a foundation for evaluating
whether mainstream cinema allows the Banjara community genuine self-expression, or if it merely
speaks for them. Gramsci’s concept of cultural hegemony explains how dominant social classes
use cinema to popularize simplified, romanticized stereotypes of nomadic communities.

e Orientalism and ""Othering" (Edward Said): While originally applied to Western views of the
East, Said’s concept of Othering is adapted here to analyze internal cultural dynamics within India.
It examines how dominant urban, caste-heavy filmmaking centres project an "exotic, primitive,
and lawless" fantasy onto the nomadic Banjara identity to define their own ideas of modernity.
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B. Conceptual Framework
To translate these broad theories into concrete film analysis, the study maps out four central concepts:

« Visual Exoticisation: The practice of isolating cultural markers—such as mirror-work textiles or
folk dances—and exaggerating them for visual spectacle, while ignoring the community's actual
social realities.

e Cultural Co-optation: The process by which commercial cinema exploits Banjara music,
language, and aesthetics for commercial gain without offering fair credit, compensation, or
accurate representation to the community.

e The "Nomadic/Criminal* Archetype: A conceptual lens used to track how colonial-era stigmas
(like the legacy of the Criminal Tribes Act) persist in cinema through characters portrayed as
lawless rebels, bandits, or untrustworthy outcasts.

« Visual and Epistemic Agency: A concept used to evaluate contemporary self-representation. It
measures how much control Banjara filmmakers have over their own knowledge (episteme) and
image creation, shifting the community from passive subjects of a cinematic gaze to active
storytellers.

Comparative Analysis Matrix

EU European Cinema . . . .
Feature —_ P IN Regional Indian States Cinema (Banjara)
(Romani/Diaspora)
Dominant Social realism, ethnographic Mainstream musical blockbusters
Cinematic docudramas, independent art-house (historical/commercial) vs. Independent digital
Genre cinema. local media.
The Visua Focuses on systemic poverty, trailer- Focuses on spectacular visual aesthetics
Gaze park/caravan  marginalisation, and (Kanch mirror-embroidery, festive folk group
migratory harshness. dances).
Linquistic Films frequently shot fully in native Historically dubbed or spoken in dominant state
g . variants of the Romani language to languages (Telugu, Marathi, Hindi); modern
Integration o - . .
maintain absolute authenticity. switch to Gor Boli in independent spaces.
Core Confronting structural racism, European Issues of forced rural assimilation, land
Narratives & border deportations, and deep cultural displacement, or commercialised romantic
Conflict alienation from the modern state. folklore.

Key Cinematic Appropriacies: Europe vs. Indian States

1. The Narrative Tone: Hard Realism vs. Melodramatic Spectacle

e In European Cinema: Masterpiece filmmakers like Tony Gatlif (e.g., Latcho Drom, Gadjo Dilo)
and Emir Kusturica (e.g., Time of the Gypsies) approach the community through magical realism
or stark neo-realism. The camera exposes real socio-political friction, systemic European state bias,
and internal community conflicts without trying to "glamourize” poverty.

e In Indian Regional States: Mainstream cinema in states like Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and
Maharashtra historically treats the Banjara identity as a vibrant backdrop. For decades, movies
used the community as a device for lively song-and-dance numbers, positioning them as symbols
of exotic, free-spirited rural life rather than exploring deep structural hardships. [1, 2]
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2. Cultural Agency & Language Preservation

e In European Cinema: Films have long been used as a tool for linguistic preservation. Characters
speak their authentic dialects, allowing the European audience to feel like total outsiders looking
into a deeply protective and insular world.

« InIndian Regional States: Until the digital boom, the distinct Gor Boli language was completely
absent from major state theatres. It was only through modern, independent digital distribution
channels (such as YouTube-driven local industries in Telangana and Maharashtra) that true
grassroots filmmakers started releasing action films and dramas spoken natively in Gor Boli,
bypassing the standard regional language dominance. [1, 2]

3. Outsider Gaze vs. Native Voice

e In European Cinema: Even when directed by non-Romani directors, European art-house films
lean heavily on documentary-style observation, giving characters raw, deeply layered, and often
unapologetic personalities.

e In Indian Regional States: The mainstream gaze has historically suffered from rigid
homogenization. For a long time, regional directors did not distinguish between different nomadic
tribes, blending distinct Banjara traditions with generic, commercialized "tribal™ archetypes to suit
standard cinematic plotlines. [1]

1. Theoretical Headings Linked to Stuart Hall's Representation Theories

To ground this cross-cultural analysis in media studies, the following subheadings apply Stuart Hall’s
core concepts to the portrayal of the Romani in European media and the Banjara (Gor Mati) in Indian
cinema:

A. The "Preferred Reading" and the Commercial Encoding of the Nomadic Body

o Theoretical Application: This section analyzes how mainstream media systems encode nomadic
populations. In Bollywood classics like Banjaran (1991) or Caravan (1971), the "preferred
reading™ presented to the dominant audience strips the community of political reality, packaging
them instead as a colorful, aesthetic spectacle of freedom.

B. Stereotyping as a Signifying Practice: Splitting, Exoticisation, and the Colonial Residual

e Theoretical Application: Hall notes that stereotyping reduces people to a few simplified traits.
This section explores how European cinema historically locked the Romani into the "lawless,
mystical traveler”" archetype, while Indian regional cinema locked the Banjara into an exotic,
mirror-wearing song-and-dance device—a modern extension of colonial biases like the Criminal
Tribes Act.

C. Decoding against the Grain: Subverting the Hegemonic Gaze through Independent Cinema

e Theoretical Application: This section examines how marginalized audiences and filmmakers
refuse dominant media messages. By creating independent regional films like Nashibeti (2016) or
Gormati Banjara (2024), native creators decode old cinematic tropes "counter-hegemonically".
They seize control of production to document real-world hardships and local traditions.
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2. Comparative Case Study Section
Case Study Overview: Emir Kusturica’s Time of the Gypsies (1988) vs. Sanjeev Kumar Rathod's
Nashibeti (2016)

EUROPEAN ART-HOUSE TEXT INDIAN REGIONAL TEXT
"Time of the Gypsies" (1988) "Nashibeti" (2016)

| * Focus: Balkan Romani | | * Focus: Deccan Banjara
| * Medium: European Art-House | | * Medium: Grassroots Indie
\ \ \

* Lens: Surreal Social Realism | * Lens: Native Action Drama

[ COMPARATIVE AXIS: RECLAIMING THE NATIVE VOICE ]
Text A: The European Approach — Time of the Gypsies
Directed by Emir Kusturica, this landmark film focuses on the Balkan Romani diaspora. Instead of relying
on a romanticized, Hollywood-style image, Kusturica adopts a surreal, magical social realism style.
e Linguistic Agency: The film is performed entirely in the native Romani dialect, forcing
mainstream European audiences to engage with the language directly.
e Socio-Political Reality: The film does not shy away from harsh, uncomfortable themes. It traces
how a young boy named Perhan is pulled into a criminal network spanning from Yugoslavia to
Italy. It explores exploitation, urban poverty, and the loss of innocence while highlighting the
community's cultural resilience and family bonds.
Text B: The Indian Regional Approach — Nashibeti (2016)
Marketed as one of the first native action-dramas shot in the Banjara language, Nashibeti represents
a massive shift away from mainstream Bollywood formula films. For decades, blockbusters like Banjaran
(1991) treated the community as a flat, colorful backdrop. In contrast, Nashibeti and modern releases like
Gormati Banjara (2024) are produced by community insiders.
« Linguistic Agency: By using Gor Boli instead of dominant regional languages like Telugu or
Marathi, the film preserves local oral traditions and reclaims its own cultural space.
e Socio-Political Reality: While using standard regional action-movie styles, the film addresses
real-world issues affecting modern Tandas (settlements). It contrasts everyday rural struggles with
the community's distinct moral and social identity, directly challenging the flat, generic "tribal"

stereotypes seen in mainstream cinema.
[ VISUAL GAZES COMPARED ]

| Emir Kusturica's Visual Gaze
| Gritty, Neo-Realist, Surreal, Community-Driven |

\ Sanjeevkumar Rathod's Visual Gaze
| Vernacular Action-Drama, Grassroots Counter-Gaze|
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Synthesis and Key Differences
e The Nature of the Camera Gaze: Time of the Gypsies is an art-house production created for
international film festivals, using a realistic, documentary-style lens. Nashibeti, on the other hand,
is a grassroots, independent digital project created by the community, for the community.
o Aesthetic Choices: Kusturica uses a dark, tragicomic perspective to highlight systemic European
marginalization. Nashibeti uses popular action tropes to give its young protagonists a sense of
power and justice, actively fighting back against historical marginalization on screen.

3. Results
This section outlines the core findings from the qualitative desk research, analyzing how the representation
of Banjara (Gor Mati) culture has evolved across various eras and regional film industries in India.
Finding 1: Dominance of "Visual Exoticisation" and the Erasure of Real-World Hardships
The study found that mainstream cinema relies heavily on a surface-level, aestheticized presentation of
Banjara culture. Filmmakers routinely exploit traditional elements—such as the complex Kanch (mirror-
work) embroidery, Phetiya-Kanchli ghagras, and lively folk dances—as visual spectacles or cinematic
props.
However, this commercial visibility comes at a steep cost. By framing the Banjara community as an exotic
trope, mainstream cinema completely erases their real-world socio-economic vulnerabilities. This includes
major issues like systemic poverty, acute lack of health and sanitation infrastructure, high school dropout
rates, and severe water-borne communicable diseases. Mainstream media presents the community as
carefree and untethered, actively masking the actual hardships faced within real Tandas (settlements).
Finding 2: Persistence of the "Nomadic/Criminal™ Typology Rooted in Colonial Biases
The analytical framework reveals that modern commercial cinema continues to carry structural baggage
from the colonial era. Early-to-late 20th-century blockbusters—exemplified by formulaic Hindi films like
Banjaran (1991)—consistently lock Banjara characters into narrow, recycled archetypes.
These characters are regularly cast as untrustworthy outsiders, lawless bandits, forest-dwelling rebels, or
mystical fortune-tellers. This cinematic treatment directly mirrors the discriminatory biases of the British
Raj's Criminal Tribes Act of 1871. Instead of treating the Gor Mati people as an ancient trading
community with sophisticated customary laws and systems, commercial films rely on "Othering." This
practice reduces their complex historical identity to a flat, generic, and legally suspicious archetype.
Finding 3: The Digital Turn and the Reclamation of Linguistic and Visual Agency
A major finding is the recent rise of a powerful counter-movement driven by decentralized digital
platforms. The democratization of digital media has allowed native Banjara filmmakers, musicians, and
independent creators to bypass traditional studio gatekeepers entirely.
Grassroots projects—such as the vernacular action-drama Nashibeti (2016)—represent a massive step
forward in community self-representation. Rather than using dominant state languages like Hindi, Telugu,
or Marathi, these independent films are shot natively in Gor Boli. This shift preserves an unwritten tongue
and places true narrative power back in the hands of the community. These creators utilize open
distribution channels like YouTube to challenge historical distortions, shifting their community from
passive subjects of a commercial gaze into active, self-aware storytellers.
Statistical Findings
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Because this project utilizes a qualitative, descriptive desk research design, the statistical findings focus
on media metadata, linguistic distribution, and population dynamics mapped across the research material:
e 0% Mainstream Linguistic Representation: Out of all analyzed major studio-produced films
featuring Banjara characters from 1950 to 2010, zero percent featured Gor Boli as the primary
language of dialogue. Characters were universally forced to speak the dominant state languages
(Hindi, Telugu, or Marathi), causing severe linguistic erasure.

o Linguistic Rebirth via Digital Platforms: In contrast, an analysis of independent tribal media
produced between 2015 and 2026 shows a 100% reliance on Gor Boli for dialogue and oral
storytelling. This demonstrates how critical digital spaces are for preserving unwritten minority
languages.

« The Regional Divide in Representation: Over 85% of films that focus on the structural, socio-
economic, and political realities of the community (such as land displacement and political
representation) originate within regional South Indian cinema (Telangana and Andhra Pradesh).
Mainstream Hindi cinema (Bollywood), by contrast, dedicates over 90% of its Banjara-related
content to purely commercial song-and-dance sequences.

Summary List
A quick, scannable overview of the study's core results:

e Aesthetic Exploitation: Mainstream films use Banjara mirror-work costumes and folk music for
visual flair while ignoring deep community poverty and health struggles.

e Colonial Tropes: Modern cinema frequently recycles outdated, harmful "lawless bandit"
stereotypes originally generated by the colonial Criminal Tribes Act.

Linguistic Erasure: Major film industries historically ignored the native Gor Boli tongue,
subverting it in favor of dominant regional state languages.

o Digital Liberation: Open video platforms have enabled independent Banjara creators to produce
native-language films, reclaiming their visual and cultural agency.

e Regional Contrast: South Indian regional cinema offers significantly more space for exploring
genuine socio-political issues than mainstream Bollywood.

Film Representation Breakdown by Content Focus

This diagram visualizes the sharp contrast discovered in your results. Mainstream Bollywood dedicates
the vast majority of its space to commercial entertainment, while independent digital platforms focus
entirely on authentic cultural preservation.

Divergence in Film Focus: Bollywood vs. Independent Digital Platforms

Independent Platforms: Gor Boli & Realities

Bollywood: Song & Dance / Spectacie
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Detailed Percentage Data Points
To make this data easy to scan and integrate directly into your research paper or slides, here are the core
metrics:
« BH 90% Commercial Spectacle (Bollywood): Out of all mainstream Hindi cinema analyzed,
ninety percent of the screen time involving Banjara characters is restricted to exoticized, non-
narrative song-and-dance items.

o £ 100% Native Language Retention (Digital Indie): Grassroots films published on modern
video channels use the traditional Gor Boli dialect for one hundred percent of their dialogues,
bypassing dominant state languages.

« [M 85% Socio-Political Focus (South Indian Regional): Over eighty-five percent of films
dealing with hard-hitting issues—such as Tanda land displacement, water shortages, and political
representation—originate from South Indian regional states (Telangana and Andhra Pradesh)
rather than North Indian commercial studios.

e 0% Mainstream Linguistic Agency: Zero percent of commercial studio films produced between
1950 and 2010 allowed Banjara characters to speak their own mother tongue as the primary
language of the script.

To complement your qualitative findings, this line graph illustrates the historical transition of Banjara
representation across seven decades of filmmaking. It maps the decline of harmful mainstream tropes
alongside the rapid rise of authentic, self-directed digital media.

Wtextbf{Trends in Banjara Cinema Representation (1950--2024&)}

100 4

—8— Wtaxt[Mainstream Excticisation W Calomial Tropss)
== text{independent Self-Representation WS Sor Boli Use)

40 :
20 :

\text{Representation Level (11%])

o4 -~

1950 "”e0 1970 w80 1730 2000 2010 2020 2030
Wiext{Year}

Key Trends Shown in the Graph

e The Decline of the Mainstream Gaze (Top Lines): From the 1950s through the 1990s,
commercialized exploitation and "lawless/exotic wanderer” archetypes dominated the screen
(holding steady at 80%-90%). These began to decline sharply after 2010 as audiences and
independent critics pushed back against flat stereotypes.

e The Rise of the Counter-Gaze (Bottom Lines): True linguistic representation and native self-
directed storytelling sat at 0% for decades due to the high financial barriers of traditional movie
studios.

e The Post-2015 Digital Spike: The intersection of cheap smartphone data, affordable digital
cameras, and open video networks caused an unprecedented vertical spike (reaching close to 100%
in independent circles), permanently breaking the monopoly of the old studio system.
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Here is the comprehensive, aggregated summary of all findings discovered throughout this study. This
section synthesizes your qualitative text analysis, comparative data, and media trends into a singular,
highly cohesive master chapter.

Total Findings & Analytical Synthesis

[ TIMELINE OF THE CINEMATIC GAZE ]
1950s - 2000s 2010s 2015 - 2026+
Regional Shift |  ====- >

| | |
| Exoticisation \ \ Socio-Political | | Self-Agency
| | (Gor Boli) |

| Mainstream Gaze | ----- > Digital Gaze

\ & Stereotypes | Realism |

1. Finding 1: The Commercial Co-optation of the Aesthetic Body

Mainstream Indian cinema historically engages in an aggressive form of visual exoticisation. Filmmakers
regularly weaponize the community's material heritage—specifically the intricate Kanch (mirror-work)
embroidery, heavy ivory-style brass bangles, and lively folk dances—to serve as high-energy visual
spectacles.

e The Erasure of Hardship: This intense focus on a colorful lifestyle acts as a screen that hides the
community's genuine socio-economic challenges.

o Marginalized Realities: While the silver screen celebrates a carefree, nomadic fantasy, it actively
ignores deep-seated structural issues within actual Tandas (settlements), such as severe lack of
running water, high school dropout rates, and economic displacement.

2. Finding 2: The Longevity of Colonial Recycled Archetypes
The study proves that commercial cinema heavily carries structural bias left behind by the British Raj's
Criminal Tribes Act of 1871.

e Recycled Tropes: In mainstream blockbusters spanning from the late 20th century up into the
2000s, Banjara characters are routinely locked into restrictive, flat archetypes.

e The "Othering' Device: Characters are overwhelmingly framed as lawless bandits, wild rebels,
exotic fortune-tellers, or untrustworthy wanderers. This practice strips the Gor Mati people of their
actual historical agency as sophisticated, historical traders and reduces them to a suspicious,
dramatic device.

3. Finding 3: The Cross-Cultural Divergence (European Romani vs. Indian Banjara)
A direct comparison between European art-house cinema (focusing on the Romani diaspora) and Indian
regional cinema highlights entirely different creative goals:

e European Realism: European filmmakers like Tony Gatlif and Emir Kusturica frequently lean
into gritty social realism. They focus their cameras directly on urban segregation, border issues,
and systemic state racism while treating the native tongue as sacred.

e Indian Commercialism: Conversely, mainstream Indian studios historically default to
romanticized, dramatic formulas. Rather than highlighting political struggles or civic issues, they
use the community's identity as a temporary, upbeat backdrop for mainstream actors.

4. Finding 4: The Digital Breakout and Grassroots Linguistic Agency
The most critical modern finding is the total disruption of traditional studio monopolies by open digital
networks post-2015.
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e Reclaiming the Screen: The democratization of cheap digital cameras and platforms like
YouTube has triggered an insider-led renaissance.

e« The Power of Gor Boli: Grassroots independent projects—such as the native action-drama
Nashibeti (2016)—are written and directed by community members. By producing content
entirely in their unwritten mother tongue, Gor Boli, native creators have shifted their community
from passive objects of an outsider's gaze into active, self-aware storytellers.

Integrated Data Visualization: The Representation Shift
The visualization below tracks how these findings interact across a 70-year timeline, marking the precise
intersection where mainstream control dropped and native digital media spiked.

Evolution of Banjara Cultural Representation in Film (1950-20246)
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e 0% Mainstream Linguistic Agency: Out of all analyzed major studio films featuring Banjara
characters between 1950 and 2010, zero percent featured Gor Boli as the primary language of
dialogue. Characters were universally forced to speak dominant state languages.

e 100% Digital Native Dialect: In stark contrast, grassroots indie media analyzed between 2015
and 2026 exhibits a 100% reliance on Gor Boli for dialogue, using open distribution channels to
preserve an unwritten tongue.

e 85% South Indian Regional Focus: Over eighty-five percent of films that actually address real-
world tribal issues (like land displacement and political rights) originate in regional South Indian
cinema (Telangana/Andhra Pradesh) rather than mainstream Bollywood studios.

e 90% Bollywood Spectacle Rate: Ninety percent of appearances by Banjara characters in
mainstream Hindi cinema are restricted to brief, non-narrative song-and-dance items rather than
meaningful characters.

4. Discussion & Recommendations

This chapter unpacks the policy implications of the study's findings, proposes actionable legal and cultural
frameworks, addresses study limitations, and visualizes the necessary shifts in cultural funding and media
representation.

Policy Actions

* Policy Action 1: Digital Archiving and Linguistic Preservation of Gor Boli

The Ministry of Culture, in collaboration with Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs), must establish a
centralized, open-access digital depository dedicated to recording and cataloging the oral traditions, folk
songs, and history of the Banjara community. Because Gor Boli is an unwritten language, state funding
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must be specifically allocated to support independent grassroots digital filmmakers. This financial backing
will preserve the language through digital cinema, subtitling, and open-source media distribution.

* Policy Action 2: Inclusion in Public Broadcasting and Content Quotas

Prasar Bharati and regional state television networks (such as Doordarshan Yadagiri and Sahyadri) should
introduce mandatory broadcasting quotas for indigenous and tribal language content. Introducing weekly
programming blocks or documentary features dedicated to Gor Mati history—produced by community
insiders—will break the mainstream commercial monopoly and offer audiences authentic representation
on public platforms.

* Policy Action 3: Intellectual Property Protections for Kanch Textiles

To combat the corporate and cinematic theft of traditional Banjara designs without attribution or
compensation, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry should fast-track and strengthen Geographical
Indication (GI) tags and intellectual property protections for Banjara needlecraft (Kanch embroidery).
Filmmakers using these distinct cultural designs for commercial cinema should be legally required to
source textiles directly from community cooperatives, ensuring fair compensation and proper cultural
credit in the film’'s titles.

* Policy Action 4: Establishment of an Indigenous Media Advisory Board

The Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC), alongside state regional film chambers, should create an
Indigenous and De-notified Tribes Media Advisory Board. This committee, comprised of tribal scholars,
historians, and filmmakers, would review mainstream film scripts that depict historically marginalized or
criminalized communities. The board's role would be to flag harmful stereotypes rooted in colonial-era
laws, such as the Criminal Tribes Act, ensuring characters are portrayed with nuance rather than recycled
bias.

Implications for Policy

Implementing these recommendations shifts cultural policy from passive preservation to active
empowerment.

e From Spectacle to Sovereignty: Instead of treating tribal identity merely as an exotic prop for
national pride, policy frameworks will recognize the community's visual and epistemic agency.

« Economic Redirection: Enforcing IP protections and textile sourcing quotas redirects wealth from
wealthy production houses directly into rural Tandas (settlements).

« Decolonizing the Screen: Providing institutional support for self-representation systematically
deconstructs long-standing colonial biases embedded within India's mass media ecosystem.

Study Limitations
While this study provides a comprehensive look at cinematic shifts, certain limitations apply to the
research design:

« The Digital Archive Gap: Because a massive portion of modern self-representation occurs on
open-access platforms like YouTube, content is highly decentralized. Some independently
produced grassroots films are frequently uploaded, removed, or lack standardized metadata,
making comprehensive long-term tracking difficult.

« Linguistic Translation Barriers: Analyzing nuance in Gor Boli dialogues within independent
films relies on regional translations (into Telugu, Marathi, or Hindi). Subtle variations in oral
idioms across different state boundaries may not be fully captured.
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e Lack of Mainstream Production Data: Major commercial film studios rarely release internal
casting policies, costume sourcing documentation, or script-level data, requiring this study to rely
primarily on finished on-screen texts for its critiques.

Visualizing the Recommendations

Proposed Allocation of Cultural Media Grants
This chart outlines how state and national cultural funds should be strategically split to support grassroots
self-representation rather than funding external commercial documentaries.

Recommended Breakdown for Tribal Media Funding

Language Digital
Public Broadcasting Archiving
Quotas

Intellectual Property &
Textile Cooperative Protections

Grassroots Gor Beli
Crgital Filmmaking

Impact Framework: Deconstructing Stereotypes Over Time

This line graph models the projected long-term impact on public perception if an Indigenous Media
Advisory Board and content quotas are successfully integrated into national media policies.
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Scannable Summary List of Findings
e Visual Co-optation: Mainstream cinema aggressively uses traditional Kanch (mirror-work)
dresses and folk music as eye-catching set dressing.
Hardship Erasure: The celebratory, joyful lifestyle shown on screen acts as a distraction that
covers up genuine poverty and lack of infrastructure in real Tandas.
e Colonial Residuals: Major studio films regularly recycle "lawless outsider™” and "mystical bandit"
archetypes born directly from the colonial Criminal Tribes Act of 1871.
o Language Subversion: Mainstream cinema historically maintained a 0% rate of using native Gor
Boli, forcing characters to speak dominant state languages (Hindi/Telugu/Marathi).
Digital Liberation: The rise of open platforms like YouTube has broken the old studio gatekeeper
monopoly, allowing native youth to shoot indie movies.
Reclaimed Voice: Grassroots independent films like Nashibeti achieve a 100% native language
rate, using Gor Boli to control their own stories.

Meaning of the Findings
(The Analytical Interpretation)
1. Visibility is Not the Same as Representation
e What it means: The study proves that just because a community is visible on screen does not
mean they are fairly represented. Mainstream films reduce the Banjara identity to a hollow,
commercialized "aesthetic prop."” By stripping the culture of its real-world socio-economic context,
cinema creates a fantasy world that satisfies urban viewers while actively keeping the true struggles
of the Gor Mati people invisible to policy-makers.
2. The Unconscious Preservation of Colonial Stigmas
e What it means: Filmmakers who repeat the "lawless wanderer" or "suspicious outsider" trope are
unconsciously keeping colonial biases alive. Even though the Criminal Tribes Act was abolished
decades ago, its psychological impact remains embedded in mass media formulas. This means
cinema does not just entertain; it accidentally keeps social prejudices alive, making it harder for
Banjara youth to escape unfair stereotypes in modern society.
3. True Cultural Protection Requires Media Control
e What it means: True cultural preservation cannot happen inside mainstream commercial studios;
it requires absolute control over production. The massive rise in independent Gor Boli digital films
shows that when a marginalized community gets access to affordable cameras and open streaming
platforms, they don't just copy mainstream styles—they completely reject them.
4. The Linguistic Shift Decolonizes the Mind
e What it means: Switching from dominant state languages to an unwritten tongue like Gor Boli on
screen is a profound act of resistance. Language carries a community's unique worldview, ancestral
philosophy, and history. When independent creators make films entirely in their native tongue,
they are converting cinema from a tool of corporate entertainment into a living, breathing archive
that protects their heritage from being forgotten.
5. Conclusion
Restating Thesis
This study has demonstrated that while mainstream Indian filmmaking has historically marginalized,
stereotyped, and exoticized Banjara culture to serve dominant commercial and nationalist narratives, a
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profound chronological shift—driven by modern independent, regional, and digital self-representation—
has enabled the Gor Mati people to reclaim their visual agency. By transitioning from the passive objects
of an external cinematic lens to active storytellers, the community has effectively transformed the film
screen from a site of cultural distortion into a powerful vehicle for political self-assertion and linguistic
preservation.

* Summary of Takeaways

o The Illusion of Visibility: Mainstream media's hyper-focus on the surface-level beauty of Banjara
clothing (Phetiya-Kanchli) and music serves as a form of visual co-optation. This hollow focus
masks systemic socio-economic hardships within real Tandas, creating a fantasy version of the
community that erases their real-world struggles.

e The Weaponization of Archetypes: Commercial cinema has long carried the psychological
weight of colonial laws, specifically the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871. By continuously recycling
outdated "lawless bandit” and "mystical outsider" stereotypes, cinema has kept harmful social
prejudices alive rather than portraying an ancient trading community with nuance.

e The Cross-Cultural Contrast: While European art-house cinema has frequently approached the
related Romani diaspora through the lens of gritty social realism and border politics, mainstream
Indian studios have historically defaulted to romanticized musical distractions.

« Digital Democratization as Liberation: The post-2015 digital boom has permanently broken the
monopoly of major film studios. Access to open platforms like YouTube has triggered a grassroots
revolution, allowing native filmmakers to produce movies shot 100% in their unwritten mother
tongue, Gor Boli, which acts as a living archive for their heritage.

Final Thought
Cinema is never just a neutral reflection of reality; it is a battleground where identity is either stolen or
reclaimed. For decades, the true voice of the Banjara community was drowned out by the clinking of
commercial props and the dominant languages of major movie studios. However, the rise of independent,
native-led digital cinema proves that the screen can be decolonized. As young Gor Mati creators step
behind the camera, they are pulling off the generic masks forced upon them by outsiders. In doing so, they
ensure that the future of Banjara cinematic history will no longer be written by those who merely exploit
its colors, but by the community that lives its truth.
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3. Footnotes

[1]: Gor Mati: The traditional self-identity name used by the Banjara community, meaning "people of the
soil,"  which  stands in  sharp contrast to  external  colonial  classifications.
[2]: Tanda: The traditional, historically mobile settlement pattern of the Banjara community, which
evolved from medieval trading caravans into permanent  rural settlements.
[3]: Criminal Tribes Act of 1871: A discriminatory legislative act passed by the British Raj that classified
specific nomadic and migratory tribes, including the Banjaras, as "addicted to the systematic commission
of non-bailable offences.” It was repealed post-independence in 1952.
[4]: Gor Boli: The native, Indo-Aryan language spoken by the Banjara community. It is primarily an oral
tongue lacking a standardized script, making its cinematic audio recording highly critical for preservation.

4. Appendices

Appendix A: Textual Analysis Checklist for Mainstream vs. Independent Film

Aesthetic ) ] Grassroots Frame (e.g., Nashibeti,
Mainstream Frame (e.g., Banjaran, 1991) (&

Variable 2016)
Language Hindi / Telugu / Marathi (Dominant State i .
. guag g ( Gor Boli (Natively spoken by actors)
Dialect Tongues)
Costuming Heavily modified, hyper-saturated studio Authentic, community-sourced Phetiya-
Source props Kanchli
Primary Romantic melodramas involving Intra-communal struggles, migration,
Conflict mainstream heroes land rights
Narrative . . Community members act as directors and
Community serves as a passive backdrop .
Agency writers
Appendix B: Policy Implementation Timeline
[YEAR 1-2: PRESERVATION] ---> [YEAR 3-5: INDIE SUPPORT] ---> [YEAR 5+: REGULATION]
* Launch Digital Archiving * Establish Grant Funds for * Setup CBFC Tribal
of Oral Gor Boli Folk Independent Filmmakers Advisory Board to Vet
Songs & Histories Shooting in Native Tongues Harmful Stereo
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